Communication : C 56
Committee of the Whole (1)
November 30, 2021

e BELE 1 o nmsimeammeanenoes AGENdA Item # 1
s
o
Ic
From: Irene Zeppier|

Sent: Monday November 29 2021 12:01PM
To: Clerks@vaughan ca

€e: Counc |@vaughan.ca

Subject: [Externa ] Fwd: 30 minutes time savings estimate - Highway 413

Please

These

Thank

find attached recent correspondence opposing highway 413 and expressing concerns regarding the current process and governance surrounding the GTA West Corridor.
letter serve as my continued opposition on this project as a reminder to Council when receiving the update from the GTA West/MTO project team tomorrow.

you

Irene Ford

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

Froms e o
Date: November 22 2021 at 1:05:38 AM EST
To: Clerks Public <clerkspublic@markham.ca>

Ce: Mayor Scarpitti <mavarscarpitti@markham ca> Keith Irish - Markham Counc llor <kirish@markham ca> Karen Rea - Markham Councillor ca> Regional Markham Jim Jones - Markham Regional Counc llor <jjones@markham.ca> Deputy Mayor Don
Hamilton ~ Markham <dham a a a a ca alan ca
Subject: Fw: avings estimate - Highway

Unfortunately, | have not had time to wrte a etter in time for the Spm agenda deadiine nor wil | be able to delegate tomorrow in support of Councllor Jones'. | have included the be ow ema l chain as evidence of the fact that the GTA West Project Team and MTO remains unable to answer bas ¢ questons or
subs antiate their c aims. Ths is highly concerning for a project of this magnitude and unacceptable. As Councilistens to the presentat on on the proposed GTA West Corr dor/Highway 13 presentat on tomorrow | ask that you cons der the fol owing,

Itis the MTO that s drawing out the Federal Impact Assessment/Environmental Assessment Process they have been wai ing o the project description from the MTO since last May.
« Nonew information has been released pub icly regarding Hghway 13. There is nothing new on their website.
« MTO staff have not publicly prov ded information that would subs antiate the 30 minute time savings
« Itis highly concerning that Markham Counl released this agenda item at the end of business day Friday for a meeting on Monday. At the May 3rd meeting you passed a mot on to allow delegates to speak again should they w sh o, it s unreasonab e and highly atyp cal not ce for an agenda item that has
such a high level of media and public in erest.
The only non-governmental presence at the Ontar 0 PC Party press announcement early this month regarding H ghway 13 was the Ontar o trucking assoc ation and LUINA.
Support for this highway diverts prec ous i ‘away from your existi 0 project where nobody lives, what are the priorites for your communit es?

« There s a study (see pg. 87)by the City of Vaughan that ¢ early shows that traffic congestion on surrounding ocal roads will worsen in Vaughan f the highway is bui t. This will resu t in more regional being required o i thi d conges ion.
Iwould a 50 ask Markham Council members o consider the C ty of Vaughan passed a motion on March 10, 2021 withdrawing support or this highway. At York Region Council Vaughan's Mayor and Regional Councilors spoke very litle in support or opposition of Highway  13. It was the Mayor of Markham who
became the spokesperson for hghway 13 on March 18, 2021. | was taken aback by his strong advocacy and wondered why he 0ok this fole upon himself and why that wou d be in the interests of the City of Markham?

1 remind Markham Council that the Toronto and Region Conservation Author ty has no role or oversight of the Ministry of Transportation (MTO). The MTO s exempt from the Conservation Authority Act. The TRCA report below leaves me deeply concerned what changes to natural watercourses could occur during
construction that would then fac ltate development on lands that historically have not been suitable for development. For me this is a foretelling of the possible damage and a terations that could occur to the sensitive wetlands and waterways that Highway 413 will pass through (f approved). Essentia ly because
the MTO did not install a culvert under the newly extended Highway 427 during construction the drainage has changed and the natural headwater features that were previously deemed worth protecting are no longer worth protecting. Surrounding development has a so contributed to changes in flow. A perm t has
been approved perm tting the lands to be filed with 65 000 tonnes of gravel so that he lands can be developed for employment/industrial uses. t is unclear to me f there s any consequence but there certainly seems to be a tremendous benefit for the land owner who s now proceeding with development. t
appears the permit was passed w thout objection and that there is no concern about the changes in drainage that w Il resu t pstream or downstream even though there would appear to be no studies to potential impacts from f the

change in drainage patters. | read this with disbelief because | truly believed that Ontario didn' just fi n rivers and valleys anymore.

Mt sl -tcaescie eefigsco flestea as ?Doc e fid=7926

Below is a picture of the site during construction. | visited the site on Nov 5th and the below picture is what | observed. There is a paved road and sidewalk present as well as multiple p les of debris. It is unclear to me why the debris is there { the City of Vaughan is aware or if this is material that will be used as fill
even though t clearly is not suitable for th s purpose. It s certainly not clean nor is it gravel. | have not yet had time to follow up w th the C ty of Vaughan and Vaughan Counc | to find out the status of the corresponding development application.

‘The local communities concerns are real and valid and reflect the science subject mater experts and best planning practices of today. Ignoring these concerns or pretending they don't exist or telling residents to have faith in the province s a disservice to the public and at worst willful blindness.

Thank you
Irene Ford
Vaughan York Region - Resident




Thank you,
Irene Ford

Executive Summary

Executive Summary

Forwarded Message -

From: _oject tea @gta- estco  <_oject tea @gta- estco >
: IRENE FORD

Sent: Tuesday, November g, p.m.

Subject: RE: 30 minutes time savings estimate - nghwzy 13

Good morning,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding Stage 2 of the Highway 13 Transportation Corridor Route Planning, Preliminary Des gn and Provincial Environmental Assessment (EA) Project (formerly known as the GTA West Study).

We have received your ema regarding clar fying the sta ements on the 30 minute time estimates and w  get back to you as s00n as possible wth a response from the Project Team.

Sincerely,

he Highway 413 Project eam
Email: _oject_lea_@gta-_estco
TolFree: 1-877-522-6916

Website: wiw.gla-west com

From: IRENE FORI
Sent: Thursday, Noy

‘GTA West Project Team <mm_eam@gxamﬂm Caroine Mulroney caro ine mulroney@pc.ola.org>

Ce: Stephen Lecce <ste_e_lecce@ c ola o g>; Michael Tibol oco <_ic_aelti_olloco@ coola 0 g>; Paul Webster < c_e se @ ot ailco >; Mike Crawey <_i I > jg ay@alo ea d_ailco NoorJaved <o gd@i esta_ca>; Dina Ibrahim <di_a i @y gco > Isaac Callan
<saaccalla @ e oile co >e a cilosjo alist@y alco :KethBrooks<_ oo s@e io e tadefe cecax Roberl Benzie <_e ze@i esta ca Joel Wi nebel a6 e@edteco >; Ontario Region / Region d'Ontar o (IAACIAEIC)

<2300 1a 0 egio - egio do 1a io asio@ca ada ca>: Ombudsman On Info < fo@0__ds a_o_ca>; JenniLe Foresti | ¢c Horwah - QP < o_al 2:q @ d 0 cai n@e\ed\n s0 castee @o 1a oli e al ca; eade @q o ca; Joel MacL eo
ubject minutes time savings estimate - Hghway 13

Since Highway 13 was announced in the provinces pre-budget today, confirming once again it s a priority for this government, | am fol owing up on when | might expect a response o this email?

Thank you,

Irene

On Monday, October 25, 2021, 12: 5:09 p.m. EDT, IRENE FORD| o'

Minister Mulroney & GTA West Team,

1 was wondering if you cou d c arify statements about the be ow 30 minute time es imates frequently presen ed in the media.

In what year did you assume this time savings would occur?
What assumptions were made about traffic?

What assumptions were made about peoples habits w th regard to use and avai abi ity of public transportat on?

What assumptions were made about travel demand due to changes in land use and population surrounding the proposed highway route?
Did this estimate compare or consider usage/tos on the 077

In general what data and assumptions were used o reach the conclusion of the 30minute time estimate?

In the absence of knowing how this estimate was derived the estimate is not meaningful. There are no reports or inks provided that would ass st those of in erested to understand how this number came to ex st or it is substantiated. As ar as | am aware other than inv tations to pub ic events and in ormat on



presented at these pub ic events there is no new information or reports publicly ava lab e only information from Phase 1 of the EA completed many years ago now.

‘The On ario PC Party has started to reference highway 13 in recent commercia s as well as v ify other part es who oppose the highway. It would seem the accuracy and assumplions surrounding the 30m estimate may be or possibly already are being used for poliical advertising. Therefore it s cr tically important
for the public, media and politcians to be able to understand what informa ion and assumptions the estimate is based upon.

Idaso ike to point out that this is the only information that comes up under the news and updates tab on the GTA West project webs te and has been that way since perhaps March or Apr | of this year.
Thank you,

Irene Ford

Vaughan, York Region Res dent

ime Savings G A West



