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SECTION 6 - DEFINITIONS 
 
“Adjacent lands: means  
a)  for the purposes of policy 1.6.8.3, those lands contiguous to existing or planned 

corridors and transportation facilities where development would have a negative 
impact on the corridor or facility. The extent of the adjacent lands may be 
recommended in guidelines developed by the Province or based on municipal 
approaches that achieve the same objectives;  

b)  for the purposes of policy 2.1.8, those lands contiguous to a specific natural 
heritage feature or area where it is likely that development or site alteration would 
have a negative impact on the feature or area. The extent of the adjacent lands 
may be recommended by the Province or based on municipal approaches which 
achieve the same objectives;  

c)  for the purposes of policies 2.4.2.2 and 2.5.2.5, those lands contiguous to lands 
on the surface of known petroleum resources, mineral deposits, or deposits of 
mineral aggregate resources where it is likely that development would constrain 
future access to the resources. The extent of the adjacent lands may be 
recommended by the Province; and d) for the purposes of policy 2.6.3, those 
lands contiguous to a protected heritage property or as otherwise defined in the 
municipal official plan.” 

 
“Adverse effects: as defined in the Environmental Protection Act, means one or more of:  
a)  impairment of the quality of the natural environment for any use that can be 

made of it;  
b)  injury or damage to property or plant or animal life;  
c)  harm or material discomfort to any person;  
d)  an adverse effect on the health of any person;  
e)  impairment of the safety of any person;  
f)  rendering any property or plant or animal life unfit for human use;  
g)  loss of enjoyment of normal use of property; and  
h)  interference with normal conduct of business.” 
 
“Development: means the creation of a new lot, a change in land use, or the 
construction of buildings and structures requiring approval under the Planning Act, but 
does not include:  
a)  activities that create or maintain infrastructure authorized under an environmental 

assessment process;  
b)  works subject to the Drainage Act; or  
c)  for the purposes of policy 2.1.4(a), underground or surface mining of minerals or 

advanced exploration on mining lands in significant areas of mineral potential in 
Ecoregion 5E, where advanced exploration has the same meaning as under the 
Mining Act. Instead, those matters shall be subject to policy 2.1.5(a).” 

 



“Ecological function: means the natural processes, products or services that living and 
non-living environments provide or perform within or between species, ecosystems and 
landscapes. These may include biological, physical and socio-economic interactions.” 
 
“Freight-supportive: in regard to land use patterns, means transportation systems and 
facilities that facilitate the movement of goods. This includes policies or programs 
intended to support efficient freight movement through the planning, design and 
operation of land use and transportation systems. Approaches may be recommended in 
guidelines developed by the Province or based on municipal approaches that achieve 
the same objectives.” 
 
“Infrastructure: means physical structures (facilities and corridors) that form the 
foundation for development. Infrastructure includes: sewage and water systems, 
septage treatment systems, stormwater management systems, waste management 
systems, electricity generation facilities, electricity transmission and distribution 
systems, communications/telecommunications, transit and transportation corridors and 
facilities, oil and gas pipelines and associated facilities.” 
 
“Major facilities: means facilities which may require separation from sensitive land uses, 
including but not limited to airports, manufacturing uses, transportation infrastructure 
and corridors, rail facilities, marine facilities, sewage treatment facilities, waste 
management systems, oil and gas pipelines, industries, energy generation facilities and 
transmission systems, and resource extraction activities.”  
 
“Major goods movement facilities and corridors: means transportation facilities and 
corridors associated with the inter- and intraprovincial movement of goods. Examples 
include: inter-modal facilities, ports, airports, rail facilities, truck terminals, freight 
corridors, freight facilities, and haul routes and primary transportation corridors used for 
the movement of goods. Approaches that are freight supportive may be recommended 
in guidelines developed by the Province or based on municipal approaches that achieve 
the same objectives.”  
 
“Natural heritage features and areas: means features and areas, including significant 
wetlands, significant coastal wetlands, other coastal wetlands in Ecoregions 5E, 6E and 
7E, fish habitat, significant woodlands and significant valleylands in Ecoregions 6E and 
7E (excluding islands in Lake Huron and the St. Marys River), habitat of endangered 
species and threatened species, significant wildlife habitat, and significant areas of 
natural and scientific interest, which are important for their environmental and social 
values as a legacy of the natural landscapes of an area.” 
 
“Sensitive land uses: means buildings, amenity areas, or outdoor spaces where routine 
or normal activities occurring at reasonably expected times would experience one or 
more adverse effects from contaminant discharges generated by a nearby major facility. 
Sensitive land uses may be a part of the natural or built environment. Examples may 
include, but are not limited to: residences, day care centres, and educational and health 
facilities.” 



 
“Rail facilities: means rail corridors, rail sidings, train stations, inter-modal facilities, rail 

yards and associated uses, including designated lands for future rail facilities.” 

 


