Seneca Heights
Woodbridge
City of Vaughan
Consent Application B014/21
160 Monsheen Drive Lot Severance

Deputation of
Douglas Peng of
10 Tayok Drive, Woodbridge ON
(Opposing Application)

October 28, 2021
•

16th Century Indigenous
Archaeological Village

160 Monsheen

Purpose of Deputation
• Provide historical context of the Indigenous
archaeological site that once occupied the
northeast quadrant of Seneca Heights in
Woodbridge where 160 Monsheen Drive is
situated

• Express that the positive recommendation
provided by the City is premature as the
applicant hasn't yet performed an
Archeological Assessment. This should have
been completed before the Staff Report.
• Express that the approval of this application
may still contravene Vaughan’s own Official
Plan, York Region Planning for the
Conservation of Archaeological Resources in
York Region, York Region Official Plan, and
the Vaughan Archaeological Master Plan
(aka recommendations set forth in
Vaughan’s Archaeological and First Nation
Policy Study even with a positive
archaeological assessment

The province must ban the bulldozing of important native sites by
developers without the consultation or even notification of First Nations
people, says a spokesperson with the Huron-Wendat nation.

Purpose of Deputation
Continued…
• Provide recorded evidence that the City of
Vaughan has been notified of these
archaeological issues prior to this consent
application decision as approval after this
notification may harm the relationship between
the City of Vaughan and the Huron-Wendat
Nation; especially after the 2005 Teston Site
Ossuary incident.
• Provide notice that a core group of Seneca
Heights residents will appeal if this application is
approved. We will also notify stakeholder groups

Toronto Star
article of the
Teston Site Ossuary
On Aug 29, 2010

Historical Context
• Site of Late Woodland Huron Aboriginal Village
established in the early 16th century (circa 1520)
• Consisted of 17 longhouses (multi-family homes),
palisade (fortress walls that surrounded the village),
various middens (waste disposal sites) and a burial
ground. Largest longhouse was 184’ x 30’
• Occupied 3.6 hectares or approximately 9 acres on
what is now the Seneca Heights neighbourhood in
Woodbridge, Ontario.
• Estimated that 580-870 people once inhabited this
village.
• The village was abandoned and in ruins by the time
the Town of Woodbridge sprung up in the mid-18th
century (circa 1855)

• Many archaeological excavations were
performed in the last 75 years
confirming its existence. First
documented excavation was performed
in 1947 and 1949 by the late Prof
Emerson of the University of Toronto
and the last excavation was performed
in 1982 by Robin Dods of the Ontario
Archaeological Society.
• This site is registered as the MckenzieWoodbridge Site (AkGv-2)
• 18 human remains were found and
documented at the site. Archaeologists
estimate a total of 185-696 human
remains still exist given the size of the
settlement.
• Ceramics, pottery and other artifacts
have also been found and collected in
the area. Some are stored with the
Ontario Archaeological Society and used
as teaching tools.

Seneca Heights Neighbourhood

Site Location
• City of Vaughan (then Town of Vaughan)
designated this archaeological village as a
heritage site in 1984 under by-law 70-84

• Two thirds of the village (west side) sat on
the northeast quadrant of Seneca Heights
(north end of Tayok Drive) which was
bulldozed and destroyed during the
development of the Seneca Heights
neighbourhood in the late 1950s.
• One third of the village (east side) sat on
what is now Almont Park which was
excavated in the early 1980s to make room
for an adjacent subdivision just east of
Seneca Heights.

Almont Park

Location of 160 Monsheen Drive in relations to Indigenous Archaeological Site

Property is Located on
Archaeological Potential Lands
• Property is within 200 meters of the registered
heritage site (By-Law 70-84)
• Property is within 125 meters of the actual
archaeological site
• Property is within 250m of By-Law 70-84 which
deems it to be an area of archaeological potential in
accordance to the City's own Archaeological
Assessment criteria below:

MckenzieWoodbridge
AkGv-2 is a
Late Woodland
Village

Human Remains
• The late Prof Shelley R. Saunders of McMaster
University conducted an archaeological survey of the human
remains at this site in 1982
•

https://ontarioarchaeology.org/Resources/Publications/oa45-2-saunders.pdf

Her Findings:
▪ 18 human remains were found at the site (page 1)
▪ 16 were located in the NE quadrant, which is presentday Kanata Court (page 1)
▪ 2 (infants) were found within the village, inside a house floor
(page 1)
▪ The estimated total number of remains is estimated to
be 185-696 given the size of the village. (page 23~24).
▪ One study shows that remains are typically found
within 300m of the village.

Hence why Archaeological Assessment should be Required!

First Nation Must Be Consulted
Vaughan Official Plan – Archaeological and First Nations Policies Study (page 57)

Late Woodland Village Sites Cannot be Developed
City of Vaughan Official Plan Archaeological and First Nations Policy Study March 2010 (page 63)

