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PROVINCIAL POLICY STATEMENT, 2020 

SECTION 6 - DEFINITIONS 

“Development: means the creation of a new lot, a change in land use, or the 
construction of buildings and structures requiring approval under the Planning Act, but 
does not include: 
a) activities that create or maintain infrastructure authorized under an environmental

assessment process;
b) works subject to the Drainage Act; or
c) for the purposes of policy 2.1.4(a), underground or surface mining of minerals or

advanced exploration on mining lands in significant areas of mineral potential in
Ecoregion 5E, where advanced exploration has the same meaning as under the
Mining Act. Instead, those matters shall be subject to policy 2.1.5(a).”

“Erosion hazard: means the loss of land, due to human or natural processes, that poses 
a threat to life and property. The erosion hazard limit is determined using considerations 
that include the 100 year erosion rate (the average annual rate of recession extended 
over a one hundred year time span), an allowance for slope stability, and an 
erosion/erosion access allowance.” 

“Flooding hazard: means the inundation, under the conditions specified below, of areas 
adjacent to a shoreline or a river or stream system and not ordinarily covered by water: 
a) along the shorelines of the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence River System and large

inland lakes, the flooding hazard limit is based on the one hundred year flood
level plus an allowance for wave uprush and other water-related hazards;

b) along river, stream and small inland lake systems, the flooding hazard limit is the
greater of:
1. the flood resulting from the rainfall actually experienced during a major

storm such as the Hurricane Hazel storm (1954) or the Timmins storm
(1961), transposed over a specific watershed and combined with the local
conditions, where evidence suggests that the storm event could have
potentially occurred over watersheds in the general area;

2. the one hundred year flood; and
3. a flood which is greater than 1. or 2. which was actually experienced in a

particular watershed or portion thereof as a result of ice jams and which
has been approved as the standard for that specific area by the Minister of
Natural Resources and Forestry; except where the use of the one hundred
year flood or the actually experienced event has been approved by the
Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry as the standard for a specific
watershed (where the past history of flooding supports the lowering of the
standard).”

“Flood plain: for river, stream and small inland lake systems, means the area, usually 
low lands adjoining a watercourse, which has been or may be subject to flooding 
hazards.” 

“Hazardous lands: means property or lands that could be unsafe for development due to 
naturally occurring processes. Along the shorelines of the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence 
River System, this means the land, including that covered by water, between the 
international boundary, where applicable, and the furthest landward limit of the flooding 
hazard, erosion hazard or dynamic beach hazard limits. Along the shorelines of large 
inland lakes, this means the land, including that covered by water, between a defined 
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offshore distance or depth and the furthest landward limit of the flooding hazard, erosion 
hazard or dynamic beach hazard limits. Along river, stream and small inland lake 
systems, this means the land, including that covered by water, to the furthest landward 
limit of the flooding hazard or erosion hazard limits.” 

“Intensification: means the development of a property, site or area at a higher density 
than currently exists through: 
a) redevelopment, including the reuse of brownfield sites;
b) the development of vacant and/or underutilized lots within previously developed

areas;
c) infill development; and
d) the expansion or conversion of existing buildings.”

“Natural heritage features and areas: means features and areas, including significant 
wetlands, significant coastal wetlands, other coastal wetlands in Ecoregions 5E, 6E and 
7E, fish habitat, significant woodlands and significant valleylands in Ecoregions 6E and 
7E (excluding islands in Lake Huron and the St. Marys River), habitat of endangered 
species and threatened species, significant wildlife habitat, and significant areas of 
natural and scientific interest, which are important for their environmental and social 
values as a legacy of the natural landscapes of an area.” 

“Natural heritage system: means a system made up of natural heritage features and 
areas, and linkages intended to provide connectivity (at the regional or site level) and 
support natural processes which are necessary to maintain biological and geological 
diversity, natural functions, viable populations of indigenous species, and ecosystems. 
These systems can include natural heritage features and areas, federal and provincial 
parks and conservation reserves, other natural heritage features, lands that have been 
restored or have the potential to be restored to a natural state, areas that support 
hydrologic functions, and working landscapes that enable ecological functions to 
continue. The Province has a recommended approach for identifying natural heritage 
systems, but municipal approaches that achieve or exceed the same objective may also 
be used.” 

“Negative impacts: means 
a) in regard to policy 1.6.6.4 and 1.6.6.5, potential risks to human health and safety
and degradation to the quality and quantity of water, sensitive surface water features
and sensitive ground water features, and their related hydrologic functions, due to
single, multiple or successive development. Negative impacts should be assessed
through environmental studies including hydrogeological or water quality impact
assessments, in accordance with provincial standards;
b) in regard to policy 2.2, degradation to the quality and quantity of water, sensitive

surface water features and sensitive ground water features, and their related
hydrologic functions, due to single, multiple or successive development or site
alteration activities;

c) in regard to fish habitat, any permanent alteration to, or destruction of fish
habitat, except where, in conjunction with the appropriate authorities, it has been
authorized under the Fisheries Act; and

d) in regard to other natural heritage features and areas, degradation that threatens
the health and integrity of the natural features or ecological functions for which an
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area is identified due to single, multiple or successive development or site 
alteration activities.” 

“Redevelopment: means the creation of new units, uses or lots on previously developed 
land in existing communities, including brownfield sites.” 

“Residential intensification: means intensification of a property, site or area which 
results in a net increase in residential units or accommodation and includes: 
a) redevelopment, including the redevelopment of brownfield sites;
b) the development of vacant or underutilized lots within previously  developed

areas;
c) infill development;
d) the conversion or expansion of existing industrial, commercial and  institutional

buildings for residential use; and
e) the conversion or expansion of existing residential buildings to create new

residential units or accommodation, including accessory apartments, second
units and rooming houses.”

“Significant: means 
a) in regard to wetlands, coastal wetlands and areas of natural and scientific

interest, an area identified as provincially significant by the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources and Forestry using evaluation procedures established by the
Province, as amended from time to time;

b) in regard to woodlands, an area which is ecologically important in terms of
features such as species composition, age of trees and stand history; functionally
important due to its contribution to the broader landscape because of its location,
size or due to the amount of forest cover in the planning area; or economically
important due to site quality, species composition, or past management history.
These are to be identified using criteria established by the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources and Forestry;

c) in regard to other features and areas in policy 2.1, ecologically important in terms
of features, functions, representation or amount, and contributing to the quality
and diversity of an identifiable geographic area or natural heritage system;

d) in regard to mineral potential, an area identified as provincially significant through
evaluation procedures developed by the Province, as amended from time to time,
such as the Provincially Significant Mineral Potential Index; and

e) in regard to cultural heritage and archaeology, resources that have been
determined to have cultural heritage value or interest. Processes and criteria for
determining cultural heritage value or interest are established by the Province
under the authority of the Ontario Heritage Act.

Criteria for determining significance for the resources identified in sections (c)-(d) are 
recommended by the Province, but municipal approaches that achieve or exceed the 
same objective may also be used. 

While some significant resources may already be identified and inventoried by official 
sources, the significance of others can only be determined after evaluation.” 

“Site alteration: means activities, such as grading, excavation and the placement of fill 
that would change the landform and natural vegetative characteristics of a site.” 
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