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Sent: Sunday, March 07, 2021 6:01 PM
To: Council@vaughan.ca

Cc: Clerks@vaughan.ca

Subject: [External] "flip-flop" re: 413

COMMUNICATION - C33
COUNCIL - March 10, 2021
Committee of the Whole
Report No. 8, Item 12

| strongly urge the four who voted against the motion this past Tuesday to reflect carefully and "flip-

flop" to do the right thing on March 10th. Stop asking for endless amounts of studies that are
redundant and pointless. Enough is enough. The vote needs to be 9-0 or maybe 8-1. As for October
2022 elections, the mayor is safe from challengers due to no established politician risking losing their
current position. But if any of the three RCs wish to have a chance to be re-elected then | suggest

"flip-flop".

Pull the plug on this road
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The public doesn’t want it. Munici
palities don’t want it. And an expert
panel hascalled it adisastrous $6-
billion expense that would save
commuters a paltry 30 seconds or so
of driving time.

The GTA West highway — a planned
400-series route across York, Peel
and Halton regions — is already dy
ing a slow death. The Ford govern-

takes and provide relief to the citi
zenswho have rightly banded to
gether against this destructiveand
unnecessary highway by announc
ing its immediate cancellation.

The proposed highway, set to run
through the Greenbelt in Vaughan,
across largely undeveloped land in
Caledon and Brampton te Milton,
has always been a terrible idea

menrshordprrThtsproferronr ot That's why the previous Liberal

its misery.

The government made a huge mis-
takewhen it pulled Hwy. 413 from
the dustbin, where it had been
properly filed, announced a planned
route and put it on the construction
fast-track by exempting it from the
normal environmental assessment
process. And to its great shame, it
used the COVID-19 pandemic as
cover.

It’s time to own up to those mis

government put it on hold in 2015
and ultimately shelved it in 2018

It would pave over thousands of
hectares of prime agriculmral land
including the protected Green
belt — damage waterways and con
tribute to more urban sprawl.

The expert panel that reviewed the
proposal determined the highway
contravenes the province's plan-
ning objectives, is bad for the envi-
ronment and isn’t even an effective
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way to reduce traffic congestion. It’s
misguided, destructive and point-
less.

Yet the Ford government, appar-
entlylistening to its favourite
stakeholders (developers), wascon
tent to ignore all those warnings.
And it used the pandemic as cover to
speed it up by skipping over parts of
Ontario’s environmental assess
mentsystem that could identify
concerns with the highway and po-
tentially minimize damage.

It’s as though the government is so
keen to build this S120million-per-
kilometre road that it doesn’t even

want to know how bad it's going to

be.

Thankfully, others do and they're
speaking up. Brampton and Cale-
don, at a minimum, want a federal
environmental assessment that
they can trust bafore anything hap-
pens.Vaughan, Mississauga and
Halton Hills have gone further and
pulled their support for project

“The proposed GTA West highway
will have adisastrous impact on the

A campaigr to stop the CTA West kigh.
way, Highway 413, is spreading through
the 905

environment, encourage residential
sprawl and increase our dependence
on cars,” says Mississaugs Mayor
Bonnie Crombie.

The government can drag this out. It
can hide behindits “consultations”
as away todecide, asgovernment
House Leader Paul Calandra put it,
“if it makes sense to build this piece
of infrastructure.”

But why wait?

This road makes no sense, Except,
of course, to the developers sitting
on nearby land who have long
wanted it built.

The highway would pave over farm~
land and destroy Greenbel: land,
which the government claims it

wants to expand. It will accelerate
sprawl! and make the govemment’s
plan to address climate change even
more fanciful.

There are better ways to address the
region’s transportation nesds

and far better ways tospur the post
pandemic economy than building
this highway.

There’s a reason that Ontario’s Lib
eral, NDP and Green parties all ve-
hemently oppose this project. Envi-
ronmentalists and politicians in 905
communities — two groups that
don’t often see eye to eye — arealso
opposed. Farmers and local resi-
dents, too.

So who but developers could the
province have inmind in continuing
to pursue this?

The government revived a project
that should never have been given a
second chance. This is nowan op-
portunity for the Ford government
to show it can put theinterests of
the people ahead of the developers.
What a welcome change that would
be.



