
CITY OF VAUGHAN 
 

EXTRACT FROM COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 1, 2019 
 

Item 1, Report No. 6, of the Finance, Administration and Audit Committee, which was 
adopted without amendment by the Council of the City of Vaughan on May 1, 2019. 
 
 

1. WOODBRIDGE VILLAGE FARMERS’ MARKET (IN-KIND CITY 
SUPPORT) 
The Finance, Administration and Audit Committee recommends 
approval of the recommendation contained in the following report of 
the Interim City Manager and the Deputy City Manager, Community 
Services dated April 1, 2019: 
Recommendations 

1. THAT permission be granted to the Woodbridge Agricultural 
Society (WAS) to operate the Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market 
on the City’s property (Woodbridge Pool and Memorial Arena 
parking lot) at no cost for its ninth to twelfth seasons of operations – 
2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022 – on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and that a storage unit be supplied to the Market, on site at no 
additional cost; 

 
2. THAT staff continue to work with the Woodbridge Village Farmers’ 

Market and other associated stakeholders to promote, where 
feasible, the Market through the City’s website, social media and 
other relevant publications and mediums, and; 

3. THAT the Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market provide to the City 
on an as-requested basis, booth space at no cost. 
 
 
 
 

  



                                      
 

Finance, Administration and Audit Committee Report
  

DATE: Monday, April 01, 2019              WARD(S):  2             
 

TITLE: WOODBRIDGE VILLAGE FARMERS’ MARKET (IN-KIND CITY 
SUPPORT) 

 

FROM:  
Tim Simmonds, Interim City Manager   
Mary Reali, Deputy City Manager, Community Services  
 
ACTION: DECISION    

 

Purpose  
This report seeks Council approval to continue to grant the Woodbridge Agricultural 
Society permission to operate the Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market on the City’s 
property at no cost for the venue from 2019-22. The Market runs from June to early 
October on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 

Item: 

Report Highlights 
 The Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market is an important element of the 

community, having operated for ten years and drawing roughly 700 people 
and hosting 23 vendors per week in 2018.   

 The Market contributes to York Region’s Agri-Food Sector, which employs 
roughly 57,000 people region-wide. 

 The Woodbridge Agricultural Society is requesting that they be allowed to 
continue operating the Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market in the parking lot 

of the Woodbridge Pool and Memorial Arena through 2022 at no cost. 
 This represents roughly $3,000 per year of in-kind support to the Woodbridge 

Village Farmers’ Market. 
 

http://www.woodbridgefarmersmarket.com/


 

Recommendations 
1. THAT permission be granted to the Woodbridge Agricultural Society (WAS) to 

operate the Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market on the City’s property 

(Woodbridge Pool and Memorial Arena parking lot) at no cost for its ninth to 
twelfth seasons of operations – 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022 – on Saturdays from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and that a storage unit be supplied to the Market, on site at no 
additional cost; 

2. THAT staff continue to work with the Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market and 

other associated stakeholders to promote, where feasible, the Market through the 
City’s website, social media and other relevant publications and mediums, and; 

3. THAT the Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market provide to the City on an as-
requested basis, booth space at no cost. 

 
Background 
On February 13, 2019 the City received a formal letter of request from the Woodbridge 
Village Farmers’ Market, requesting that the City approve the continued use of the 

Woodbridge Pool and Memorial Arena’s Parking Lot, water, electricity, washrooms, and 
a storage container for the 2019-22 market seasons (see letter attached). 
 
The Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market is a seasonal event owned and managed by 
the Woodbridge Agricultural Society, a not-for-profit organization in the City of Vaughan.   
This annual event operates as a farmers’ market with a guiding principle of showcasing 
farm vendors who grow or raise at least 51 percent of the produce sold at the stall. The 
mission of the Market is to support and promote local agriculture, locally produced 
goods and services; and healthy living. Fees collected by the Market are for the sole 
purpose of advertising, promotion and operation of the Market. 
 
The Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market has utilized the Woodbridge Pool and 
Memorial Arena’s parking lot as a base of operations for the past eight years. The 
Market’s location provides good visibility, access and ambiance conducive for a farmers’ 

market. 
 
Since the last report, Item 2, Report No. 21 of the Committee of the Whole: Woodbridge 
Village Farmers’ Market approved by Council on June 5, 2017, the WAS has reported 
that average weekly attendance has remained strong, ranging from 600-900 visitors per 
week. In 2018, the Market operated with 23 vendors and averaged 666 visitors per day. 
An Attendance Report on the Farmers’ Market is attached (Attachment 2).  The market 
is open to the public each Saturday between June and October of each year. 
 
The Market was promoted through the following City channels: Events Calendar on the 
City’s website, and City Update e-newsletter. Further, Economic and Cultural 



 

Development promoted the Market to small business clients.   
 
Previous Reports/Authority 
Item 2, Report No. 21, of the Committee of the Whole: Woodbridge Village Farmers’ 

Market, June 5, 2017 
 
York Region Agriculture and Agri-Food Sector Strategy 
 
Analysis and Options 
York Region is home to more than 700 working farms and more than 200 food and 
beverage processing and distribution companies. Primary agricultural production in York 
Region contributes $250 million in GDP, while agri-food businesses employ 57,000 
people Region-wide.  
 
Assets like the Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market play an important role supporting 

and growing this sector. Such initiatives contribute to the City of Vaughan’s strategic 

priorities to attract investment and create jobs, and to the Region’s agricultural priorities 

to meet demand for local food production and increase capacity for value-added agri-
food processing and support services.  
 
The Market supports the City’s and the Region’s goals by providing a venue or 
distribution channel for locally grown or raised foods. As such, it also provides 
opportunities for consumer education as well as promotes community building and 
placemaking. 
 
Recommended option: Proceed with approval of space for the Woodbridge Village 

Farmers’ Market 

 
This option will allow this important community event to continue. Furthermore, it 
demonstrates the City’s support for this important sector. 
 
With Council support, Staff will work, where feasible, to promote the Farmers’ Market. 
This will help to support communities, agri-food businesses and entrepreneurs across 
Vaughan.  
 
Financial Impact 
Staff reviewed the City’s rates for public permits and special events. The City has a 

Parking Lot permit fee (3 to 5 hours) of $115.25 (plus HST) for Community Service 
Organizations. The Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market organization is proposing to 

use the parking lot at the Woodbridge Pool and Memorial Arena each Saturday from 9 

https://www.vaughan.ca/council/minutes_agendas/AgendaItems/CW0523_17_2.pdf
https://www.vaughan.ca/council/minutes_agendas/AgendaItems/CW0523_17_2.pdf
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/46f81f67-26da-470d-879f-15c846daddfc/agri-strategy.pdf?MOD=AJPERES


 

a.m. to 1 p.m. for a period of 18 weeks. This represents roughly $2,200 of in-kind 
support 
 
In addition, the City provides a storage container to the Woodbridge Agricultural Society 
during the 5-month period of operation for the Market. The value of this rental in 2019 is 
$141.25 per month. This represents roughly $800 of in-kind support. 
 
If Council adopts Recommendation 2 of this report, it would equate to roughly $3,000 of 
in-kind support to the Woodbridge Agricultural Society per year. 
 
Broader Regional Impacts/Considerations 
Supporting York Region’s Agri-food strategy are eleven farmer’s markets. The 
Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market is one of only two markets West of Hwy 400 in the 

Region. The Woodbridge Market’s attendance numbers demonstrate its value to the 

community in Vaughan and York Region. 
 
Support for the Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market would also demonstrate support 

for the Region’s Agri-food sector.  
 
Conclusion 
Farmers’ markets form a vital part of the local food systems, allowing producers to 
connect directly with consumers. They provide an economic and social benefit to 
communities, contributing to placemaking. Beyond being the backbone of the local food 
movement, markets are gathering places for neighbours, supporting social interaction 
and community engagement; places for community activations and economic 
generators common to communities with a vibrant social and cultural fabric. 
 
Support of the Woodbridge Village Farmers’ Market with the rental fees allows the 
organizers to repurpose operational dollars towards marketing, programming and 
attracting quality local vendors necessary to sustaining the market. 
 
For more information, please contact: Raphael Costa, Manager, Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship, ext. 8891 
 
Attachments 

1. Report on the 2018 Market Season, Woodbridge Agricultural Society,  
2. Attendance at the 2018 Market, Woodbridge Agricultural Society, October 14, 

2018 
3. Letter of Request From the Woodbridge Framers’ Market Committee. February 

13, 2019. 

http://www.experienceyorkregion.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/18012_farmfreshMap2018WEB.pdf


 

 
Prepared by 
Raphael Costa, Manager, Small Business and Entrepreneurship, ext. 8891 
  



Report on the 2018 Market Season 

Woodbridge Village Farmers Market 

 

This past summer was our tenth season of operating the 

Woodbridge Village Farmers Market.  We had happy 

successful farmers and vendors.  All of our non-farm 

vendors were selling food such as baked goods, cheese and 

cured meats. A few were entrepreneurs just starting their 

businesses in Vaughan.  We added a meat farmer who 

raises grass fed sheep and cows.  The market was attended 

by many community groups over the summer, including 

city organizations such as Vaughan Public Libraries, 

Animal Services, Emergency Services and Viva Next. 

 

We had two challenges this year; the first was trying to 

replace a retired, very popular and reliable produce farmer 

from the Holland Marsh.  The second was a decline in 

attendance, which is unusual for us.  We feel they are 

related and the committee will strive to fill the gap for next 

year. 

 

We thank the city for their continued support of bringing 

local farmers to the Woodbridge Pool and Memorial Arena 

parking lot each week.  The city assisted by providing 

services and promoting the market, such as during Culture 

Days, and with social media. 

 

We have been at our present location for 8 years and find 

that it is a convenient walk for people living in the 

Woodbridge core, is visible from Highway 7 and also is 

accessible by public transit. 



Last printed 3/18/2019 11:58:00 AM 

Attendance at the Market -- 2018 
Vendor June July August September October 

16 23 30 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 13 

No. of Patrons 556 806 601 699 705 954 914 591 839 846 668 692 680 571 561 491 727 571 

Cobs Bakery X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Kaya’s Tea X -- X X -- X X X X X X X X -- -- -- -- X 

                   

Yummo Market X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Summerside Farm N -- -- N 2X 2X 2X 2X -- N -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Anthony’s Waffles -- -- -- X X X X -- -- --  -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Abbott Acres X -- X -- X -- X -- -- -- -- X -- -- X -- -- X 

EFT Farms X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Cuts B4 Blooms X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Fressy Bessie X X X X X -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

SunRay Orchard  3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 3X 

Crave Catering -- X X X X X X X -- X X X X X X X X X 

N’oats Cereals -- -- -- -- -- X -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- N -- -- -- 

Dickey B Honey X -- X X X 2X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Il Prefetto Bakery -- -- -- X X X X X X -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Meats & Treats X X X X -- X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
AE Natural Meats X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X -- X X 
Happy Plant Farm -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
SoulGarden Farm -- X X X X -- X X -- X X 2X 2X 2X 2X 2X 2X 2X 

Crazy Corn -- -- -- -- -- X X X -- X X -- -- -- X -- -- -- 
NaturesEmporium -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- X -- -- -- -- X -- -- -- -- 
Unionville Mushroom              -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Briar Rose Floral                -- X -- 
                   

Fresco Foods -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- X -- X N X -- -- X N X 

Ratio farm/all 8/13 8/13  8/14 8/16 8/14 8/17 8/16 8/15 8/15 8/14 7/14 7/12 7/13 7/12 7/12 7/12 7/12 7/13 
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Legend: x= scheduled; X= actual attendance;  N= No Show H=hockey  S=Softball    Avg =11981/18=666,     ratio=58% 



Woodbridge Village Farmers Market
P.O. Box 56665, RPO Woodbridge
Woodbridge, Ontario
L4L 8V3
February 13,2019.

City of Vaughan, Mayor and Members of Council
c/o Recreation Services and Economic and Cultural Development
Attn: Raphael Costa

Dear Raphael,

The Woodbridge Village Farmers Market has been operating for 10 years' the last 8
located at the Woodbridge Pool and Memorial Arena. The market plans to be operating
on Saturday momings from 9am to lpm, from June 15 until October 12,2019.

It was started to help support local growers and to bring community spirit to Woodbridge.
There will be probably 16* vendors most Saturdays plus a community table and

a committee table. We are small but we have a big heart. Our Kids Club engages the
children in food/farm related crafts each week. We are a true farmers market.

We appreciate the support that the city has provided, allowing the market to succeed. It
is a not-for-profit market run by a committee of volunteers under the umbrella of the
Woodbridge Agricultural Society. We ask for the city to continue their support, which
consists of the free use of the parking lot, electricity, water, washrooms and a storage

container for our tables and canopies. We also ask that the city continue to promote the
market on their electronic signs and through social media. Considering our successful

history, we are requesting that the city commit to providing the facilities for multiple
years up to 2022.

We also provide a space for non-profit local community organizations to attend the
market. Typical users are charitable, civic or church groups such as the Wallace House,

Run for the Cure, the Vaughan Public Libraries and Animal Shelter, Wheelchair
Basketball, York Farm Fresh and TRCA.

Best regards,

,/-o , t /'2'

ffi.,ffi1
Brian McCran
Committee
Woodbridge Village Farmers Market




