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St. Paul's Vaughan
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the congregation, we are pleased to give this valua

to the book compiled by Vaughan Historical Society.

Cj%he origins of this congregation seems to have been in = 102 ¥ more (nddrm

house on the north-west cer;;r of Maple sideroad and the ever 3 S kb
seventh concession where Mr¥ Neil WNeEachern lived. Oﬁ;kebruarykl_ e
19,1844, a meeting wascield at this house to build a church
on the 7th concession.“An acre of land was tought from Rote
MePride for 7‘p%unds, 10 shillings. Pla ;
building. Michael Peterman was the buil
which measured 38 by 20 feet and cost 5
and sixpence, Halifax currency.'?he furch was to te completed
Augusﬁf1,1844. The lumber was provided by W.R.”"Graham and work
by carpenteég was included in the overall price. Mr. Neal
l'cEachern acted as caretaker to be followed by Mr. Jas. Felntyre.

In 1914, a new caretaker's house was built.

@g% the carly days, that part of the congregation north of the
Vaple sideroad on the 6th, 7th and 8th concessions was known
as the "Upper Corner". That on the south side extending to the
9th and 10th concessions was known as the “Fumber”.Ciater, the
"Humber" became Knox, Vaughan and the "Upper Corner" became
known as 3t. Papls. However, the latter did not receive its
name until 1865(23t. Pauls was a branch of 3t. Andrew's, Maple
and the two had a joint session and one communion roll until
later when it realized that the swift impetus of change in the
Maple community brought about a desire for a session in each

churchﬁ

@ . . . . v .
YThe church was a modest building with eight windows, a gallery f%qﬂ_%JxaL/
’ Ve S s~ . !

at the east engf one row of!rews up each side and a tablé and Ko k<

stove in the centre aisle. The pulpit was built on a high
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platform with a sounding board above and
thou

a

. Q) . .

in front at floor level~~t is thought that Divine services
were held within this church before the building was completed.
Pews were not installed for a few years(gﬁh

that time consisted of planks laid upon dlc

h
ation, went to Scotland, returned in 1847 and remai
he accepted a call to Pickering in 1848. During s divin
guidance, the church in Vaughan was very prosperou:.astoral
work was done on foot or horseback Xver U0 names were on the
communion roll and it is, said that & communion service was

held in June with udellé service in the church building and an
c
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English service in the bush (just oprosite the churc
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pulpit and seats were provided).“The congregation numb
400.

From 1848 until 1859, the church was withoutl a settled minist
the pulpit occasionally supplied from Presbytery by students.

/hr, carmichael was one who, as student, preached here and later
durinz 50 years of ministry at King exchanged pulpits regularly

the first Sunday in May of every year.

gE@as one of the darkest hours through which the congregation

ad passed. But the cloud had: its silver lining for it called
into life and action the zeal and love of many. mherer’-as a
ivision among the people over the proportion of Eﬁgﬁl!h and
Gaelic preaching ( the old not wanting to give in to the new ).
and the abé%ﬁce of a max/i was a drawback to procuring a
minister. Mr. Donald Came¥/n of St. Andrews and uqu¥>i Graham
of the 7th conce551oﬁ/were appointed to communicate their need
to the Clergy Reservé Fund. Their application must have met



with favourable reception, for 5t. Andrews gliebe ot seven

n
acres was purchased in‘1853, apparently with the intention
n

a
of btuilding a manse,/and the glebe on the 7th concession

®

'as secured in Y1854,
1857, ¥r. Ross, a student at college, came to Vaughan and

in 18 55{ he was inducted and ordained. Mr. Arcflb’“d Cameron

who wes the ;1r§; elder to be chosen from the 7tH congregation

(actlc . nC) ol reculs

GED had been ordained the D ev1qﬁ ) year ani; {70 in that year, the
lo )
nse was bought at yaole. The ”1ewby *es$rv8 Commission paic

ma
half this cost.

2Bhe ccnéyega ion st ;,ed to move at this time under & fresh
impetus. The scattered flock was being brought ,/éCK to the
fold. The sabbath school was organized with Ir) Ross teaching
the bible class. The church singing was conducted from the
precentor's desk, the English by lessrs. Archiﬂéld MeFurchy
and Hugh McLéan and the GaeliéAby Messrs., William FcKenzie

and Charles' McLean.

in ?863}/we find according to the mlnuteq of Kirk Session,

that the congregation was named "St. ;uls” for the first time.
Previously, it had been known &s "5t ¥ Andrews congregation

on the 7th concession". St. Pauls %és a branch from 5t. Andrews

(and the two have always had & joint session and communion roll.

tﬁ?EWdéés elected during Mr. Ross' time were Pesqrsf/Arthur
McNeil, Dalcoﬁfballoy and Donald McNaughton. It is said that
he pine trgés now standing on either side of the front gate

were planted by Mr. Ross.

/

. Ross left in 18%5 and Xeverend Wm. Aitken was inducted the
same yeéé. David leg; and Robert/lrw1n were ordained as elders
aurlnb thié/%inlstry. Also dufing this tlmi} the church sheds
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<::> Fr. aitken receﬂééd a call to Newcastle, N.F. in 1880 2ang
neverend David amelon was induc<ed in 18€1. This pastcrate

witnessed the introduct‘on of the cor e co e

ational singing. On eutémber 17,1887, at 2 meeting called for

the purpose, it was decided to erect 2 n

e e
of the old{ Archibald Ca%;ron and Charles Méﬁeil were appointed
to solicit su%scriptions and [Kessrs. Daﬁ{é ?¢der, Cha

/
Alexander NMal%loy, Andrew licNeil, Dugald Necl onald Dug

McMurchy, Archibvalad Camerén and Charles McNeil/as

m
o
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. s AN . .
committee. Thomas Wright of Woodbridge was employed a
\Epd David Johnson of Maple as mason.

ﬁhe first "bee”‘/for hauling brick was held F bruary 18,188’3/8 and
on July Tsﬁfof that year, the corner st

was laid by Mortimer CYérk, who donated the pulpit and pu?pit
chair, and-as-peted-befeore, Charles lc fean read a paper on the‘
history of the congregation, a large portion of which has been
incorporated in this book. On January 13,1889, the church was
completely finished and ready for opening services. Dr, McTavish
of Central Church, Toronto, preached toth morning and evening

to large congregations. At a fowl supper held the following

Monday, a programme of music was supplied by the choir of

Central Church. James Fox was a member of that choir.

N
N \\(‘L
A r Came{cﬁ%sn rtly after the openlnO of the ch u“ck aw? Rev=-
mon. Pulp o3 ani’\«u%f)\}

R 1‘/ )’HV v{\ (ga ’7—
erend C.A. Campbe?l was called in 1Q O. During Pr. Cam helW’

ninistry, the manse in KMaple was erected}/

- ) Raclk’ o ) v i
everend W.G. Bagg was next to be inducted in the year 1900 and
is pastorate w1tness€d the first re- aecdratlon of the churcg

JC e

building. Also Alexander McNaughton,AAlexanéer Cameron, Jas.
VcMurchy, J.L. McGillvgry and A.L. KcNeil were elected to the

/
\session.
<§§>Feverend J.W. Gorgén succeeded FMr. ;;%h in 1908. This was his
first charge and he was ordained in St. Andrew's Church , Maple

/Jat the time of his inducgion.

\
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After Mr. Go don came Reverend S.R. %Xglnsou in 191%. During

thlq ministry, the caretaker's house was erected on the pro
\of St. HauW'sV,and J.A. McNeil and D. A, McKinnog were elect

(elders.
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¥r. Robinson resigned in 192A/due to i1l health. ke  passed away
. v . o
at Markham in 1928 and he is buried in St. Pail's cemetery

(Just north of the churcn.

!:) g/everend C. H. Powmgg was 1nducted at St. Paul's in 1925 and he

served until 1959 /(/’(C(,C»Cllr)C] “}@ %\ H L. /8( [S )
| ﬁwﬂuil\Jéflobp/[¥rCPHV€§ )
Archie Cameron,was yrdained as elder in 1938 joining A. L. lcNeil,

J.L. McGillvary, J.A. N 11 all of whom were previously

ordained. These men were all grandsons of early pioneers of e

N— . - " .
The congregation. Mr. McGillvary served as an elder for seventy

years and he missed only two communions, one due to snow=-blocked
L

roads and one due to a death in the family.

Vo 1 @5)
In 1960, Rggégéné % % Andrew was inducted and served faith-

fully until April 1973 and the following September, 1973,
Reverend Geo. French was called and is presently serving the

congregation.

‘Since 1938, many elders have served the church, namely Alex.
Bishop, Lewis Egan, Archie Cameron Sr., Alex. INcNei Nelson
Kerr, Elmer Bryson, Don Snider, Archie Cameron Jr., lrs, Bessile
Constablegi?rs. Hortense Witherspoon and Dr. Alex Kingﬁg§% is
interesting to note that the present clerk of session is the

fifth generation elder of St. Paul's.

<ZE; During the war of 1914~ 1§; flvé/boyc from St. Paul' s dogped the

King's uniform, namely Louis Egaﬁ: Peter WcNaughton Raytw
McDonald, Elmer W1therspoon and John Egan.




‘In the,c nd World War in 1939- 45, nine boys are named on the

. / v
honour roll: Sam Dav1dson, Alex Ncwell, Geo. Dav1dson, Cameron
y ;
o . Y T / /
kcﬂekgﬁ 7;1 nle icNeil, Hugh Duff, Ted Leach, Louis Thompsoﬁ
L) 1oden s - .
and J o olten. o of these, Cameron lNMcNeil and Louis Tnompsoﬁ

made the supreme sacrifice. It will be noted that some of the

above are descendents of those who helped organize the congreg-
ation./

/
- . . . o v
The Sunday school organized during the ministry of Vr. Ross

has continued since that date. David Eldgr was the first person
recorded holding the pOSltlon as suoerlntendent then was
followed by Alex LcNaughtoh Alex Cameron, Duncan FcXinno#,
Stewart Rutherford< Bruce uonvtabléf Archie uamernn,(%ég;gg
Bishop, Archie Cameron Jr., lFrs. Elmer witherspoon and lMrs.
John McNeil)respectively.

The first nuptials were held-in St. Paul's in 1936 joining

together Clarence Joseph Franks Graham and Florence Lula

Laurena Rutherford, both descendants of the founders of the
urch. Since then, many weddings have been held in the church.

s<2/)Since the 1ntroductlon pf an instrument to lead in the service
of praise, segéuw_ c fé ornﬁn §%é have served the c q{reg—
ation: CJean Flder) <knnle DcNell Ckatherlne McNaughton, Annle

Ler%f’Laur a Rutnerforﬁ Mary “onstable,éhatherlne Ergwnlee,
(3 : ©
la Egaﬁ via Kerr, sabel Blshopfv%red?iﬁonstable QVElma

Rutherford L3ean Ellls, David McCartney and
N

(?gﬁn 1959Y the joint session oﬁ;jf. Paul's, Vaughan and St.

Andrew's Pr yterian, Maple
communion. ce 1844 until Febreuary 7,1960, these congreg-

orma Rrubacker,

ceYQed a request for separate

ations had continuously held joint communions, alternating
Cgﬁthe church. After careful consideration, they consented.
Feverend Peter lMicNaughton, upon having returned from Scotland
in 1847, brought with him a communion chalice which he left
with the joint congregations. It was brought out and used at
<i§is last joint communion in 1960.




n June 9,1963, St. Paul's publicly received a gracious gift,

a beautiful iron fence in front of the church and cemetery,
Jgiven by Mrs. Wm. Craibﬂ It was erected by her son, Pete¥.
/At the same service, the gift of an acre of land from lr.

}»Grant Glasscé to the south side dé'the cemetery was acknow-

K ledged. The service was held on Sunday i he open air and

! s conducted by the minister Reverend B?g§ Andrew. The

} historical survey of the cemetery was given by Archie Cameron.

/ The Honorable Keiller VcKay, Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario
was guest speaker and he was inééfd%ced by kr. Gragégp%assco.
Thanks was given by Major A.A. FrtKenzie, M.L.A. an eeve -
Albert Rutherford. The,new fence gates were@gyened by lMrs, 8
Craib, the donor and Fr. Nelson Kerr while Mrs. Glassco and |

Méf)W.J. Snell, supervisor of cemeteries for Ontario, cut t?é

\_ribbon for the new part of the grounds.

he Town of Vaughan acquired the ownership of St. Paul's
cemetery in 1971he caretaker's house built on the north

part of the property was sold in October 1973.

The Women's Missionary Society has always been one of the
(gictive organizat}ons within this congregation. It was first

organized in 1891 with fogrteen members. The first executives
were Mrs, Donald McDonaldJ,President), Miss Egther I‘ficl‘iurch“;e

(Treasurer) and lMiss Jean Elder (Secretary) Ofne present }

executive comprises President FMrs. Fred Constable, Secreatary

<::Eer. Alex McNeil and Treasurer Mrs. Elmer Witherspoon.

~

pon reflection of its glorious history, all find it gratifying

and refreshing to realize that St. Paul's has weathered well.

To its many admirers, it stands as a fine and typical example

of a rural church, standing as it does proud in its rustic,

natural surroundings.




St. Paul's Presbyterian Church

While the official establishment of St. Paul's Presbyterian
Church, Vaughan, can be traced to the year 1844, the origins
of the congregation can be documented to an even earlier date.

January 18, 1837,

According to thejcongregational minutes of St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church, Maple, the minister of the Maple church was to preach
alternately every third Sunday to the congregations at the
"Humber" (later Knox Church, Elder's Mills) and the "Upper Corner"
(later St. Paul's, Vaughan).l The services in both of these local-
ities were held in conveniently situated homes, as most people
had to walk, with the minister arriving on horseback. A change
in this arrangement was made in 1838, when it was decided that
the Upper Corner should be given all the services formerly shared
with the Humber.2 However, on November 28 of the same year Reverend
Peter MacNaughton of Maple held a meeting to determine what was to be
done in regard to "those members and supporters of our church who
reside on the Humber."3 At this meeting, plans were made for
Reverend MacNaughton to preach on the Humber each third Sabbath
for the following twelve months.

Although the minutes of the St. Andrew's congregation make
no mention of how this arrangement worked, by 1841 it is recorded
that services were once again being held alternately at the Upper
Corner and the Humber. The yeér 1842 witnessed further changes
in response to the request of the St. Andrew's congregation for
a service on three succeeding Sabbaths, with the fourth Sabbath
to be shared equally between the Upper Corner and Humber. Finally,

in January of 1843, Humber Presbyterians joined Upper Corner

Presbyterians for meetings at the home of Neil McEachern on the



seventh concession at the Maple sideroad.

As the above account indicates, such arrangements were un-
satisfactory in meeting the needs of the various Presbyterian
groups. Consequently, in 1844 a meeting was held to plan the

building of St. Paul's Presbyterian Church. The Reverend Canon

R. W. Stump, in an article for the York Pioneer, recreates this
event:
The Presbyterians held their services in the home
of Neil McEachern which stood on the north-west corner
of the Maple side road. Here in this farm kitchen
on the 19th of February, 1844, the Presbyterians
decided to build a church on an acre of land they
had bought from Robert McBride for seven pounds and
ten shillings. The church was to be a frame structure
thirty-eight feet long and thirty feet wide. The master
carpenter was Michael Peterman, who was to build the

church at a cost of fifty-nine pounds, ten shillings,
and six pence.

According/to the church's anniversary booklet of 1944, the
acre of land ;hﬁiot 22, Concession 7, Vaughan Township, acquired
from Robert McBride, was purchased at this very meeting.5 Also,
the deed for the land was made out to the existing trustees of the
Presbyterian Church in Vaughan connected with the Established
Church of Scotland. Reverend Peter MacNaughton, Arthur McNeil,
Hector McLean, Edward Miller, Neil McDonald, Neil McGillivray
and Donald McNaughton were appointed to form a building committee.

While the building committee was given specific instructions

to raise funds for the building of a frame structure, an edifice
of hewn logs was to be the alternative if sufficient funds could
not be collected. Although there is no mention of when and how
money was raised to pay for the land, the original subscription

list for the building of the church can still be seen at the Knox



College Archives in Toronto. Also, the contract dated February
22, 1844, and signed by carpenter Michael Peterman reads as follows:
I promise and bind myself to erect a church according
to the specifications...in a workmanlike manner, sub-
ject to the inspection of competent judges, on or
before the first day of August 1844, for the sum of
59 pounds, 10 shillings and sixpence, Halifax currency,
the lumber subscribed by W. R. Graham, Esg. and work
by carpengers, Hugh McLean and Samuel Irvin, to be
included.
The church was a modest structure with eight windows, a
gallery at the east end, one row of pews up each side and a
table and stove in the centre aisle. The pulpit was built on
a high platform with a sounding board above and a precentor's
desk in front at floor level. It is thought that services were
held within this church before the building was completed. Pews
were not installed for a few years, and the seats used in the interim
consisted of planks laid upon blocks of wood. The church was
referred to as "the St. Andrew's (of Maple) congregation on the
seventh concession." As a mission church of St. Andrew's, it was
not referred to in the minutes of the kirk session by the name
"St. Paul's" until 1863.
The founding of this new church on the seventh concession
meant that Reverend MacNaughton now had two full charges, as well
as various responsibilities throughout Vaughan. In 1844, he decided
to resign his charges and return to Scotland. During this time
the York Presbytery sent a variety of ministers and theology students
to £ill the gap, until in 1846 Reverend MacNaughton was persuaded
to return to the Vaughan churches. The importance and the immensity
of his work is evidenced by the fact that at this time there were
only two Presbyterian churches wesjﬁgggYonge/Street.v Over two

e Wan ohmond Py 1)
“eshyterian,



hundred names were on the joint communion roll of St. Andrew's

and St. Paul's, and it is said that, at a communion service held

in June of 1847, the congregation that gathered at St. Paul's
numbered over four hundred persons, with a Gaelic service conducted
in the church building and an English service in the bush.

In 1848 Reverend MacNaughton again left, this time for Pickering,
and the two congregations were without a settled minister. Neigh-
bouring ministers and students sent by the York Presbytery occa-
sionally came to provide services. In addition to the fact that
ministers were scarce in newly-settled areas, there were two other
problems that contributed to the difficulty in procuring a permanent
pastor. In the first place, there was a division within the congre-
gations over the proportion of Gaelic and English preaching that
was desired--the old not wanting to give way to the new. Secondly,
the lack of a glebe and a manse was believed to be another real
drawback in attempting to attract a minister. Thus, under the
chairmanship of Donald Cameron of St. Andrew's and Squire Graham
of the Seventh, this need was communicated to the Clergy Reserves
Commission, with the result that each church acquired a glebe.
However, there was now a disagreement as to whose glebe should
be the site of the new manse. After presenting this problem to
the presbytery, a committee was appointed to establish an agreement
between the two congregations. In October of 1858, the committee
reported that a manse had bheer acquired adjoining the St. Andrew's
glebe, the building being paid for partly by the Clergy Reserves
Commission (zlll), and partly by the two congregations (£l23).

Following this agreement between the two congregations,

Reverend Donald Ross, who came as a student to preach during the



summers of 1857 and 1858, was inducted and ordained into the Vaughan
charge in 1859. Under a fresh impetus, the congregation became
more active. Developments included the organization of the
Sabbath School and of singing classes. The church singing was
conducted from the precentor's desk, the English by Archibald
McMurchy and Hugh McLean and the Gaelic by William McKenzie and
Charles McLean. Also, during Reverend Ross's incumbency, Arthur
McNeil, Malcolm Malloy and Donald MacNaughton were elceted as elders.
Reverend Ross left in 1865 and Reverend William Aitken was
inducted in the same year. In his ministry, as in that of his
predecessors, the communion season was of major importance, with
great crowds of people gathering for this solemn occasion. Lead
tokens, stamped "S.C.V. 1835" (Scotch Church, Vaughan), were used
by communicants in place of the modern cards. David Elder and
Robert Irwin were ordained as elders during Reverend Ross' ministry,
while David Elder and Dugald McDonald acted as precentors. Also,
at this time the church sheds were erected on grounds across from
the church leased from the Constable family.
Reverend Aitken received a call to Newcastle, New Brunswick,
in 1880, and Reverend David Camelon was inducted in 1881. Reverend
Camelon's pastorate witnessed the introduction of an organ to
lead the congregational singing. Also, during Reverend Camelon's
incumbency the need for a larger church building became more and
more apparent. This is not surprising in view of the fact that,
in the session minutes of November 2, 1876, it was "suggested
that the 7th congregation raise 3/5 of Minister's Stipend and

7

the 4th raise 2/5." With a larger congregation enabling St. Paul's

to contribute a greater amount of stipend, it was believed that



St. Paul's could support a new building. Thus, at a September

17, 1887, meeting, it was decided "that we proceed to build a

new church on the old site 7th concession, Vaughan."8 Archibald
Cameron and Charles McNeil were appointed to solicit subscriptions,
and David Elder, Charles McLean, Alexander Malloy, Andrew McNeil,
Dugald McDonald, Dugald McMurchy, Archibald Cameron and Charles
McNeil were appointed to form a building committee. Thomas Wright
of Woodbridge was employd as carpenter and David Johnson of Maple
as mason.

The first bee for hauling bricks was held on February 18,
1888, and on July 1 of that year the cornerstone of the new building
was laid by Mortimer Clark, who donated the pulpit chair.9 Many
days' work was contributed voluntarily by members of the congre-
gation, and on January 13, 1889, the church was completely finished
and ready for openeing services. Dr. McTavish of Central Church,
Toronto, preached both morning and evening services to large con-
gregations. At a fowl supper held on the following Monday, Reverend
John Mutch brought greetings from the presbytery and a program
of music was supplied by the choir of Central Church.

Reverend Camelon retired shortly after the opening of the
church. For six months the pulpit was occupied by Reverend J. J.
Wright, and then Reverend Charles A. Campbell was called in 1890.
In 1891 the Women's Missionary Society was formed. The first exec-
utive of this active organization consisted of Mrs. Donald McDonald
(president), Miss Esther McMurchy (treasurer) and Miss Jean Elder
(secretary) .

St. Paul's began the new century in a prosperous state, as

indicated in the following excerpt from The Westminster of February




3, 1900:

The twelfth anniversary of the opening of St. Paul's
church [brick building] Vaughan, was observed on the
21st ult. Mr. Macgillivray, of Toronto, preached
morning and evening to very large congregations.
The pastorate of Mr.lsampbell in Vaughan has been a
very successful one.
Reverend Campbell left shortly after this event and was succeeded
by Reverend William G. Back. The church was for the first time
redecorated during Reverend Back's incumbency. Reverend James
W. Gordon came to St. Paul's in 1908 and was followed by Reverend
Stanley R. Robinson in 1912. During Reverend Robinson's pastorate,
the caretaker's house was erected on the glebe (Lot 22, Concession
7) at St. Paul's. Reverend Robinson resigned in 1924 due to ill
health. He passed away at Markham in 1928 and was buried in St.
Paul's cemetery just north of the church.

In 1925, the year of the church union vote, the congregations
of St. Paul's and St. Andrew's elected to remain Presbyterian,
and Reverend Charles H. Bowman came to take responsibility for
the joint charge. It was during his lengthy incumbency of thirty-
three years that St. Paul's lost two young men in the Second World
War, just as she had lost five in World War One.

The year 1944 marked the hundredth anniversary of St. Paul's
Church. To fittingly celebrate this occasion, it was decided to
redecorate the church building inside and out. On Sunday, September
10, reopening services were held in the morning and the evening
with Reverend A. C. Stewart, Moderator of the General Assembly,

and Dr. J. W. McNamara, Secretary of the Board of Administration,

speaking. A male choir, under the direction of Gordon McGillivray



of Knox Church, Vaughan, led in the service of praise on both
occasions.

Following Reverend Bowman's resignation due to illness in 1958,
St. Paul's was served by Reverend Burton Andrew, who was inducted
in 1959, and Reverend George French, whose ministry at St. Paul's
lasted from September of 1973 to May of 1982.

Throughout its history, St. Paul's has prided itself on renewed
family participation through the generations. For instance,
in the case of church elders, Archie Cameron, who was ordained
an elder in 1938, joined Mr. A. L. McNeil, Mr. J. L. McGillivray
and Mr. J. A. McNeil, all of whom were grandsons of early pioneers
of St. Paul's. The dedication practised by these men toward their
church was exceptionally demonstrated by Mr. J. L. McGillivray,
who, as an elder for seventy years, missed only two communions-—-
one because of impassable roads and the other because of a death
in the family. It is also interesting to note that the present
clerk of session,Archie Cameron, Jr., is a fifth-generation elder
of St. Paul's.

In 1959, the joint session of St. Paul's, Vaughan, and St.
Andrew's, Maple, received a request for separate congregational
meetings and communions at the individual churches. This request
was largely attributable to substantial population growth in the
Maple community. While the two churches, having shared a special
bond since the origins of St. Paul's, were reluctant to agree to
this request, they nonetheless felt that it was a proper response
to changing times. At the last joint communion held in 1960, the
communion chalice, which had been brought to the Vaughan churches

in 1847 from Scotland by Reverend Peter MacNaughton, was used for



the last time in a joint ceremony.

On June 9, 1963, St. Paul's was the recipient of a handsome
iron fence given by Mrs. William Craib. This fence, surrounding
the church and cemetery, was erected by her son, Peter Craib. At
the same service, the gift of an acre of land to the south of the
cemetery from Grant Glassco was also acknowledged. The service
conducted by Reverend Andrew was held in the open air, with the
Honourable Keiller Mackay, Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, as the
guest speaker. Members of the congregation who participated in
this special service include Archie’Cameron, Grant Glassco, Mrs.
William Craib and Nelson Kerr.

With regard to St. Paul's cemetery, the Town of Vaughan
acquired ownership and responsibility for its upkeep in 1971.

In October of 1973 the caretaker's house on the north part of the
property was sold. However, in spite of these and other changes
which St. Paul's has had to face over the years, the congregation
has not disappointed its forefathers. As stated by the Reverend
Canon R. W. Stump, "St. Paul's Cemetery has always been well cared
for, which speaks much for the continual devotion of that particular

: nl]—
congregation.
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2St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, 7th Concession, Vaughan, 1844-
1944 (hundredth anniversary booklet), p. 7.

3"Congregational Records 1829 to 1887," Maple Presbyterian Church,
November 28, 1838.

4R. W. Stump and Theresa Orser, "The Purpleville Cemeteries,"”

The York Pioneer, 1970, p. 76.

5St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, p. 9.

6Presbyterian Church Archives, Knox College, Toronto.

7"Congregational Records 1829 to 1887," Maple Presbyterian Church,
November 2, 1876.

81bid., September 17, 1887.

9At this ceremony Charles McLean read a paper on the history of
the congregation of St. Paul's, a large part of which was in-
corporated in the church's hundredth anniversary booklet

of 1944. The booklet, in turn, has been a major source for this
history.

10

The Westminster, February 3, 1900, p. 151.

llStump and Orser, "The Purpleville Cemeteries," p. 76.

written by Deborah Maw
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Dr. R.K.Cameron Dr. R. K. Cameron thanked the members of ourt for their support
during his Moderatorial year. /47}2? SZ( //57
( Parkdale Mr. C. G. Boyd announced th assistant minister from Scotland would
shortly be appointed to Park Church. (?ﬁ?}@)
Evangelism Mr. ~Tnformed the Court about various Ev angelistic Conven-
tions.
Maple The historical record of Maple Presbyterian Church distributed at this

ang

'g%.éauI'sgi. ANDREW 'S CHURCH, MAPLE AND ST. PAUL'S, VAUGﬁKﬁ

sederunt follows:

Vaughan The earlier historians refer to this charge as the Congregation of Vaughan

G:\) I\AC‘LD iC;/

Feel

in the Presbytery of Toronto, Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland. In the early days this was considered a
three point charge; . Paul's, which is 4 miles west on the Magéi gide road,
and in those days often referred to as the Upper Corner; and théSlower Corner
sometimes referred to as "The Humber™, was about 3 miles south west of St.Paui's.
So far as is known services at the Lower Corner were always held in the homes.

: The earliest record we have, is from the pen of the late Donald Cameron
in the form of a petition, dated December 15th 1829, which pleads on behalf of
90 to 100 persons and supported by a generous and discerning public, and having
lately formed themselves into a church, was addressed to the Presbytery of Tor-
onto. They wanted to build a church and adopt the doctrine and worship of the
Church of Scotland.

It is conjectured that some leadership must have been received from the
Rev. William Jenkins, the first minister of Richmond Hill and Scarborough, whose

call is dated in 1817, and vhose parish, it is said, extended from Whitby to
Lake Simcoe, and as far west as Esquesing, Halton County. Mr. Jenkins was of

ree Church sentiment, and was active in the organization of the "Missionary

C" Charet resbytery of the Canadas in connection with the United Associate Synod of Scot-

YOwnh ST 7
\'Y\Q, rew'ss ,

e

and", In any case, of the 110 marriages which he conducted for Vaughan people,
T5 were consumated before the coming of the first minister to the Vaughan charge
in 1833. Licenses to perform the marriage ceremony were difficult to come by
in those early days. However, the fact that Dr. Strachan of St. James Anglican
and Mr. Wm, Jenkins had been fellow-students in Edinburgh must have helped him
over that difficulty even though pressure for Anglican establishment was strong
in that era.

The Rev. Peter McNaughton, the first minister, had been educated in Aber-
deen and was ordained by the Pregbytery of Auchterarder in March and was desig-
nated to go to Thorah and Eldon. His stay there was brief indeed, perhaps two
or three months, for his induction at Vaughan is dated 21st August 1833. In

July 1844 he demitted his charge and dt tland. In September 18k
he %eturnedetoe%égggan igdci%r%gcgﬁbeﬁeigﬁgehe Sagcgra%slatei toegicker;ng. %e

resigned from Pickering 21st November 1856 and afterward lived in Vaughan for
a time. The present Minister cf Highways is a direct descendant.
The next early record has to do with the laying out of the burying ground

(across the road from this church). This had been in possession of the commun-

ity for some time previously and the first church was erected there, probably

in 1830-1831. ) .
RY; The first church at St. Paul's (it was not known as St. Paul's until 1863)
HKuas a loz structure and built in 184L. This was a mission church from St.And-

S rew's and the two churches have always baen close. However, in 1955 a sub-
division began just north of this church which changed the composition of this
rural community. In 1961 activity on a new sub-division, laying west and south
of the church, eventually has added another 200 dwellings. Reluctantly it had
to be admitted that the "old order" was forcing change upon us. But the old
unity is cherished between the two churches; it has been a blessing for so long.

Again let me refer to the first elder, Donald Cameron, who died in 18%8:
The funeral address by Dr. Barclay of Torontd is quoted in full in the "Presby= .

terian" (October igsue). During his time as an elder the church had been vacant
for long periods, Frequently he took the service himself, since there was no
other course and did so on the last Sunday before he died. It is interesting to
note that our present representative elder, Mr. Archie Cameron, is the great

(1271)
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Maple grandson of the first elder and this family have supplied an unbroken record
and St. of eldership from those early days.
Paul's Another family that has supplied the church with elders is the McDonald

Vaughan family. Mr. James McDonald, clerk of Vaughan Township, his brother Henry of

Cont'd St. Andrew's, Islington, Bruce of Westview Church (East Presbytery) and Neil
of Calvin Church, ré grand nephews of the McDonald, contractor, who built
this church in lé62» Considerable work was done to provide a solid foundation
for the tower portion of the puilding in 1959, costing soume $1,300.

Another feature of the life of these churches has been the Men's Choir,
started over 30 years ago by Mr. Gordon McGillivray of Knox, Vaughan (now
closed), with which Mr. Norman Black, the above four McDonald boys, Mr. Jack
Nattress of Bolton and others are associated, The members are drawn from a
number of churches north of Woodbridge. Tt has had a tremendous influence; it
seems to have had the effect of producing staunch and loyal churchmen. Long
may they thrive. ‘

Another outstanding minister was the Rev. Wm. Aitken of "Silver Mine",
Torpicen, Linlithgow, Scotland. He was inducted into the Vaughan charge lst
November 1865. One of his large family was William Maxwell Aitken, born 25th
May 1879 here in Maple. In 1880 Rev. William Aitken received a call and moved
to Newcastle, New Brunswick. William Maxwell Aitken was created knight in
1911, also created first Baron Beaverbrook in 1916. You will find a monument
erected by Lord Beaverbrook in memory of his relatives in the cemetery across
the road.

Our latest event has been a special cemetery service held at St.Paul's
church Sunday, 9th June 1963, at which time a new portion of ground was conse-
crated, the gift of Mr. J. CGrant Glassco; and & new jron fence, costing in the
neighborhood of $2,000., the gift of Mrs. William Craib and built by her son
Mr., Peter Craib. -

The congregation at St. Paul's have never had the honour of having
Presbytery hold their session there and are looking to the year 196k in the
hope that their request may be granted.

journment On a motion by Dr. R. K. Cameron, seconded and carried, the Court rose
to adjournment, to meet again in ordinary session on the eighth day of Octo-
er in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and sixty-three, at the
of thirty minutes after four o'clock in the afternoon and within Mimico
erian Church, and was ‘dismissed with the Apostolic Benediction by the

Ry

. Moderator . . . . . . Clerk

(1272)
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Purpleville Cemeteries
Just when the Free Kirk was built it is somewhat difficult to '

say. Perhaps some idea might be found by reading the headstones in /Ffee/

the Free Kirk cemetery. The last person to be buried there was Jane 1= ki

Lucas McCartney in 1870. The old building was closed and in time was \es+
v ve

sold to James McDonald for a hay barn.

The Methodist Church was built on one acre of land, part of lot 25,
on the east side of the seventh concession of Vaughan, in the very heart
of the old village of Purpleville. Before this land was given to th
Methodist congregation, it belonged to William MacAleer. He was a
nephew of Jane Lucas McCartney. The date of the gift of land was in
1840 and Mr. James Morrow was the first trustee. Services for the

Methodists began in the farm home of James Morrow. The building
of the Methodist Church in Purpleville began in 1844, which took several
years to complete. It was a frame building painted white. ~The last
service was held in 1900, when the church was closed. For fifteen
years it stood empty, just as the last service was held, the old red turkey
carpet, the straight-backed pews painted a batgleship grey, with hymn
books and Bibles scattered around the pews. v In 1915 it was sold and
taken down by the Dicemens who lived on the sixth concession of
Vaughan. Jane Lucas Stump, the younger daughter of Jane Lucas
McCartney, was the last person to be buried in the Methodist Cemetery
in Purpleville, January 1932.

The old Methodist Graveyard, like that of the Old Free Kirk,
became almost impassible with brambles, thorns, and weeds, and so;
“they perished as though they had never been”, until within the last ten
years, it has been cleaned of all the under brush, the gravestones collected
and put in good order. Now it can be truly said, their bodies are buried
in Peace and their names live for evermore.

With the Presbyterians the Free Kirk and the Methodist graveyards
there is one other where a goodly number of the early pioneers of
Purpleville lie buried. This is thg/ Lutheran graveyard near Maple,
Ontario, in a small village known as Sherwood. The pioneers here had
their roots in Germany, who saw their lands ravished by the Seven Years
War, sought a new country where they might live in peace. Good Queen
Ann heard of their wretched condition and gave them money to pay
their way to the “Province of New York” and gave them grants of land in
Pennsylvania. Here they cleared the land, built homes and lived quietly
until the American Revolution. They were faced with either joining
Washington or leaving the country. They chose the latter. They could
not forget the kindness of Queen Ann, and so they came to Upper
Canada. Once more free lands were offered to them if they would
settle in Waterloo County in Upper Canada. These Pennsylvania Dutch
decided to buy land in Vaughan, rather than accept the free land gran
in Waterloo. = However, this is another story, and we are concerned
about the graveyards in Purpleville, but one cannot forget those other
pioneers, U.E. Loyalists, who lived on the seventh concession of Vaughan
and whose bodies are buried in the Lutheran Cemetery at Sherwood.
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The York Pioneer 1970

Quotation from St. John's Gospel (Chapter 14, part of Verse 3)
“I will come again and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there

ye may be also.”

Presbyterian Free Kirk Pioneer Cemetery Restored 1962
By the Township of ‘Vaughan.
Sacred to the memory of Charles White, died 31st Dec. 1852, native of the
County Tyrone, Ireland, Aged 61 years.
Duncan McDougall, Died Oct. 28, 1850, Aged 40 years.
Christian McDougall, Died 1847, Aged 45 years.
John McDougall, Died August 1847, Aged 40 years.
Barbra McDougall, Died Jan. 12, 1854, Aged 48 years.
James Watson, Died June 30, 1849, Aged 53 years.
James, son of William and Lydia Watson, Died Dec. 15, 1854, 3 months,
10 days.
John, Died Aug. 31, 1852, Aged 3 years, 18 days.
Flora, Died Aug. 28, 1856, Aged 3 months.
James, son of James and Margaret Watson, Died Dec. 11, 1846, Aged 5
years, 2 months, 9 days.
Samuel, son of James and Margaret Watson, Died Aug. 24, 1852, Aged 18
years, 18 days.
“Sleep on sweet children, take your rest,
God called you home
He thought it best.”
Catharine, daughter of Robert and Marion Fleming, Died Dec. 14, 1848,
Aged 16 years, 2 months, 4 days.
James White, Died Nov. 29, 1853, Aged 44 years, 3 months, A native of
Ireland.
“Go home and cease your tears
I'll lie here' till Christ appears.”
Hugh Duff, Died June 26, 1854, Aged 39 years, A native of County
Monaghan, Ireland. -
Letitia Nelson, wife of William McCutcheon, Died June 15, 1862, Age 44
years, A native of County Down, Ireland.
William McCutcheon, Died August 13, 1883, Age 73 years.
Robert James McCartney, Born 1814, Died 1870.
Jane Lucas McCartney, Born 1804, Died 1879, A native of Greenock,

Scotland.

Pioneer Burying Ground for the Weslayan Methodist Church
for the Seventh Concession Vaughan, Congregation Purpleville, 1854,
Restored by The Township of Vaughan, 1969.

Children of Jane Lucas Stump and Jacob Stump.
Ina, Born 1862, Died 1880.
Ernest Agar, Born 1876, Died 1901.
William, Born 1878, Died 1902.
Jane Mary, Born 1873, Died 1903.
Henry Jacob, Born 1870, Died 1915.
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Pumleville Cemeteries

Jacob Stump, Born 1830, Died 1906.

Jane Lucas Stump, Born 1836, Died 1932, A native of Greenock, Scotland.\

Martha Morrow, Died Oct. 12, 1870, Aged 29 years, 4 months, 5 days.

Susan Elizabeth Morrow, daughter of Martha Morrow, Died March 14,
1870, Aged 31 days.

Jane Morrow, wife of Rev. Thomas Lawson, Died April 18, 1880, Aged 50
years.

Rev. Thomas Lawson, Died Oct. 22, 1879, Aged 45 years. A native of
Yorkshire, England.

James Morrow, Died 1869, Aged 81 years.

Laura Morrow, wife of James Morrow, Died 1872, Aged 69 years, Both of
County Cavin, Ireland.

Sarah Corbett, Died July 23, 1865, Aged 45 years.

Elizabeth Harvey, Died March 1, 1879, A native of County Tyrone, Ireland.

Mary Jane McMullen, Died 1881.

Hannah Jane Jewitt, Died Nov. 4, 1875, Aged 26 years, 6 months, 6 days.

Robert McGirr, Died 1877, Aged 48 years. A native of Tyrone County,
Ireland. )

Elizabeth Grosson Jewitt, Died 1876, Aged 60 years.

John Gibson Jewitt, Died April 9, 1877, 56 years, 8 months, 23 days. Native
of Yorkshire, England.

Jeanette Williams, daughter of John and Ellen Williams, Died Feb. 14,
Aged 16 years.

Amos R. McCubbin, Died 1883, Aged 8 months, 16 days.

Matthew Long, Died Sept. 22, 1858, Aged 32 years.

Marden B. Farr, Died March 17, 1894, Aged 3 years, 2 months, 21 days.

Maggie Cousins, Died March 14, 1892, Aged 33 years and 6 months. -

Tames McRitchie, Died July 14, 1857, Aged 78 years. A native of Perthshire,
Scotland.

Elizabeth McRitchie, Died July 13, 1858, Aged 71 years.

NOTE: Canon Stump wrote the introduction to the list of burials, made
by his daughter, Mrs. Orser, who resides in Purpleville.

PETALS AND WINGS

In the old, huge apple-tree

An orchard oriole

Flashes gold and black

Among the blossoms

Clustering in the new, green shoots,

And mingling in the pink and ivory depths
The bees insinuate their solemn need.

It is nearly June.
J. R. G. Adams
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St Baul's
Preshptevian Chureh
7ty Concession, Yaughan

1844 - 14944

Historical Sketch issued at the celebratmn of then'
One Hundredth Anniversary.




ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY

¢ ST. PAUL’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, VAUGHAN
ERECTED 1888 :

ST PAUL’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, VAUGHAN

i%tgturp

R

available for all who wish them. With this in view, we

~have decided to_ prepare a sketch of this history from var-
" ious church records which have been preserved through
: ‘the years and an address which was prepared and read by
'vCharles McLean at the laying of the corner stone of the -
present church building and print this in booklet form to-

gether with cuts of the nine ministers who have been in-

i duc_ted into the charge duri_ng that period, the church build- L
. ing and the Moderator of the General Assembly who =
f;vpreached the sermon on the mornmg of the one hundredtn' :

anmversary Sunday

oAt & meetlng of the congregation of the Presbyterlan -
* Church of Vaughan, in connection with the Church of
Scotland, held at Maple, January 18th, 1837, Rev. Peter

McNaughton presiding, it was decided that service be held

~in the church building, in Maple, two succeeding Sabbaths
- and that the third Sabbath be given to any other place

desiring a service. Later this was changed to read that
the service on the third Sabbath be equally divided between

‘the church groups living at the Upper Corner and at the )
Humber, commencmg May 1st.

~The ypper Corner” was that part of the congre«ra-

- tion north of Maple sideroad on the 6th, 7th and 8th con-
cessions. The “Humber” was to the south, extending west

to the 9th and 10th concessions. The services in both these

localities were held in homes conveniently situated, for all:
?had to walk, the minister coming on horseback.

‘In 1838 these services were all given to the Upper" 5
Corner and in November of that year Mr. McNaughton
- called a meeting, at Maple, for the purpose of determining -
"what was to be done in regard to “those members and sup-
porters of our church who reside on the Humber”. It was
. unanimously resolved that Mr. McNaughton should p_reach*

R A HE

P Slnce one. hundred years of history now lie behind thls v
“congregation, there are many who feel that some sort of
- permanent record should be prepared, and copies made
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ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY

'

REV. P. McNAUGHTON

1832—1844
1847—1848

REV. D. ROSS
1859—1865

ot

s

ST PAUL’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH VAUGHAN

'on the Humber each 31‘d Sabbath for the following twelve'

months.

P There is no'record for 1840; but for 1841 the services ‘
i were held as at the beginning, Upper Corner and Humber
- alternately. The next year St. Andrew’s, Maple, asked for

service on three succeeding Sabbaths and the fourth was

i g _given equally to Upper Corner and Humber. Then in Janu-
- ary 1843 it was agreed that the Humber part of the con-

' ‘gregatlon should meet in future with that of the Upper

o “Corner, at the house of Neil McEachern (situated on the

Tth concession, at Maple sideroad.

- On February 19th, 1844, a meeting was held at the X
above mentioned home for the purpose of arranging to
build a church on the Tth concession. One acre of land

 was bought at the meeting (just north of the McEachern
. home) from Robert McBride, for 7 pound, 10 shillings, the

~ deed to be made out to the present trustees of the Presby-
. terian Church in Vaughan, in connection with the Estab-

¢ ,hshed Church of Scotland. Rev. Peter McNaughton, Messrs.

Arthur McNeil, Hector McLean, Edward Miller, Neil Me-
 Donald, Neil ‘McGillivary and Donald McNaughton were
“appointed a building committee with instructions to con-
tract for a frame ‘edifice, if the funds were found; if not

o the bulldlng was to be of hewed logs.

Ev1dently funds were found, for on the 22nd day of

" 'the same month a detailed contract was let for a frame '

‘;‘.'-;building 38_ x 30 feet outside measurement. The contract
‘reads in part as follows:

Sl promlse and blnd myself to erect a church according

like manner subject to the inspection of competent judges,
“on or before the first day of August 1844, for the sum of

; lumber subscribed by W. R. Graham, Esq. and work by
i carpenters, Hugh McLean and Samuel Irwin, to be in-

: cluded.” =

'NEIL McEACHERN (w1tness)
o signed: MICHAEL PETERMAN.

B

ey

wto the specifications on the preceding page,in a workman--

59 pounds, 10 shillings and sixpence, Halifax currency, the :
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REV. WM. AITKEN
1865—1880

REV. D. CAMELON
1881-—1889

g v

T Monday.

- ST, PAUL’S PRL‘SBYTERIAN CHURCH, VAUGHAN

and a table and stove in the centre aisle. The pulpit

. was bullt on a high platform with a sounding board above

‘and a precentor s desk in front, at floor level. It is thought
> that divine services were held within this church before .

'the bu11d1ng‘was completed. Pews were not installed for
. a few years, the seats used during that time consisting of

planks laid upon blocks of wood. Another contract is to

SR ”The church was a modest bu1ld1ng with eight windows,
- a gallery at the east end, one row of pews up each side

- 'hand, dated 1847, in which provision is made for pews,‘g‘
precentors desk and pulpit, together with the painting of .-
" the church “in a good and workmanlike manner” to be
fmxshed by September 10th,

In 1844 Mr. McNaughton went to Scotland, returned

. in 1847 and remained until he accepted a call to Pickering '
. 'in 1848. Durmg his incumbency the church in Vaughan.
k& i.“was very prosperous. . Baptisms are recorded from practi-
- cally all over the township, and some from King, Markham

and Toronto Gore, There were only two Presbyterian

Aoty churches west of Yonge Street at this time and pastoral
 work was done on foot or on horseback. Over 200 names
. were on the communion roll and it is said that at a com- -
- munion service held in June with a Gaelic service in the

'church building and an English service in the bush (just

opposite the church where a ppulpit and seats were pro-

-'v1ded) the congregatlon _numbered over 400. At these'

communion seasons the session was constituted on Friday.

On Sunday a Gaelic service was held in the church at ten
o’clock, an English service in the bush at eleven o'clock
and then the members re-entered the church for commun-
~The session was not dismissed until after service on

M e

From 1848 untxl 1859 the church was without . a settled

minister, her pulpit occasionally supplied from presbytery
by students, probationers and neighboring ministers. Dr.

showed continued interest in this charge by exchanging .

pulplts, regularly, the flrst Sunday in M‘ly of every year..

% Carmicha«el was one, who, as a student, preached for sev- -
" eral months and later, during 50 years ministry at King,

Y}
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ONE IUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY o ! ST. PAUL'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, VAUGHAN

Other ministers who preached during this period were ()

: i Rev. John Tawes (King), Rev. John Brown (Newmarket),
R e ST ‘Rev. J. Lewis (Mono), Rev. Dr. George (Scarboro), Rev.
B LR © ' John Campbell (Nottawasaga), Dr. Barclay (clerk of Pres-

: I ~ . bytery), Rev. John McMurchy (Beaverton) who preached
+ . ' in Gaelic at the June communion every summer during the
g - . vacancy, Rev. White (Norval), and James Bain (Scarboro).
RIS Rev. Fishburn, of the nelghbormg Lutheran Church, also
REV. C. A, CAMPBELL . . - assisted at, times.

1890—1900 This was one of the darkest hours through which the

i congregation has passed; but the cloud has its silver lining
i for it called into life and action the zeal and love of many
e whose names are not recorded. During these years, the
- trustees, men of faith and vision, desired to be assured
e - of regular church services, but two major difficulties were
g A - in the way. There was a division among the people
s over the,propdrtion of English and Gaelic preaching (the
- age old struggle, the old not wanting to give way to the’
7 , _ . new), and having no manse was a drawback to procur-
.. . ing a minister. It was thought that the possession of a
EaNc I . “glebe” might tend to heal the breach and the congrega-
.. tions, under chairmanship of Donald Cameron of St. An-

! -~ drew’s and Squire Graham of the seventh concession, com-
municated their need to the Commission of Clergy Resgerve
Fund. Their application must have met with a favorable
reception, for St. Andrew’s glebe of seven acres was pur-
chased in 1853, apparently with the intention of building

R = a manse, and the glebe on the seventh in 1854 (from Mr.
ST EE Y W MeBride).
E - In 1857, Mr. Ross, a student at college, came to
... Vaughan, preaching for two consecutive summers and in
o 01859 he was inducted and ordained. Mr. Archibald Cam-
~+ ' eron, who was the first elder to be chosen from the sev-

REV. W. G. BACK
1900—1907

f[ b ~ - enth congregation, had been ordained the previous year
v . and also in that year the manse was bought, adjoining the
] . St. Andrew’s glebe, the Clergy Reserve Commission pay-
“oiveaito ing one half cost,

‘The congregation began to move, at this time, as under
a fresh impetus.  The scattered flock were being brought

T
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REV. J. W. GORDON
1908—1912

i

REV. S. R. ROBINSON
1913—1924

Sk s e oo o Bt At e

ST, PAUL’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, VAUGHAN

back to the fold The Sabbath School was organized, ‘Mr.

Ross teachlng the bible class. Singing classes were or-

" ganized for the improvement of the psalmody. The church
vsinging was conducted from the precentor’s desk, the Eng-
~ . lish by Messrs. ‘Archibald McMurchy and Hugh McLean
~and the Gaelic by Messrs Wllham McKenzie and Charles
/Y McLean. '

In 1863, we find, according to the minutes of Kirk
Session, that the congregation was named “St. Paul’s” for
the first time. ; Previously it had béen known as “St. An-

- drew’s congregation on the seventh concession.” St. Paul’s
., was a branch from St. Andrew’s and the two have always -
A »had a joint sessmn and communion roll. ;

Elders ‘elected during Mr. Ross’ time were Messrs.

~ Arthur McNeil, Malcolm Malloy and Donald McNaughton.
. Tt is said that the Pine trees now standing on either sidec
. -of the front gate were planted by Mr. Ross.

s

“Mr. Ross left in 1865 and Rev. Wm. Aitken was in-

+ "ducted the same year. In his ministry, as in that of his
predecessors, the communion season was of major import-
© ance, great crowds of - people gathering for this solemn
 occasion. Lead tokens, stamped $.C.V. 1835 (Scotch

Church, Vaughan) were used by communicants in place of

the modern cards, ,David Elder and Robert Irwin were

ordained as elders during this ministry. David Elder and

~ Dugald McDonald acted as precentors. Also, at this time,

the church sheds were erected on ground leased from the

~ Constable family. This lease is now in the third genera-
" tion of that family.

Mr. Aitken received a call to Newcastle, N.B. in 1880
and Rev. David Camelon was inducted in 1881. This pas-
torate witnessed the introduction of the organ to lead the

" congregational singing. Also a need for a new church

building was beginning to assert itself and on September

17th, 1887, at a meeting called for the purpose, it was

decided “that we proceed to erect a new church on the
site of the old.” "Archibald Cameron and Charles McNeil

were appointed to solicit subscriptions and Messrs. David

g
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'REV. C. H. BOWMAN - '

1925—

REV. A, C. STEWART
Moderator,
i General Assembly,
Presbyterian Church
in Canada
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'E‘lde:r; 'Ch'arles‘ McLéan, Alexander Malloy, Andrew McNeil,

Dugald McDonald, Dugald McMurchy, Archibald Cameron

and Charles McNeil as a building committee. ThomaS"
- Wright of Woodbridge was employed as carpenter and
’_Dav1d Johnson of Maple as mason.

The first “bee” for hauling brick was held F‘ebruafy

18th, 1888 and on July 1st of that year the corner stone
of the new building was laid by Mortimer Clark, who don- =

ated the pulplt chair, and, as noted before Charles McLean
read a paper on the history of the congregation, a large
part of which has been incorporated in this booklet. Many

~days work were contributed voluntarily by members of

. the congregation and on January 13th, 1889 the church

was completely finished and ready for opening services.
Dr.. McTavish, of Central Church, Toronto, preached both
morning and evening to large congregations. At a fowl
supper held on the following Monday, Rev. John Mutch

~brought greetings from the Presbytery and a program of

. music was supplied by the choir of Central Church. James

- Fax was a member of the choir.

'VIr. Camelon retired shortly after the opening of the

~-church. For six months the pulpit was supplied by Rev.

- J. J. Wright and then Rev. C. A, Campbell was called in
- 1890, During Mr. Campbell’s ministry the present manse

~in Maple was erected.

Rev. W. G. Back was next to be inducted in the year

1900 and his pastorate witnessed the first re-decoration

of - the church building. Also Alexander McNaughton,

‘Alexander Cameron, James McMurchy, J. L. McGillivary

~and A. L. McNeil were elected to the session.

" Rev. J. W. Gordon succeeded Mr. Back in 1908. This
was his first charge and he was ordained in St. Andrew’s

- Church, Maple, at the time of his induction.

_ After Mr. Gordon came Rev, S. R. Robinson in 1913.

- During this ministry the caretaker’s house was erected on

. the glebe at St. Paul’s, and J. A. McNeil and D. A. Me-
5 Kmnon were ordamed as elders,

Mr. Robmson re51gned in 1924 due to ill health He
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~ passed away at Markham in 1928 and is buried in St.APavul’s

cemetery just north of the church.

This brings us to the present pastor, Rev. C. H. Bow-
man, who was inducted at St. Paul’s in 1925. Archie Cam-
cron was ordained as elder in 1938. The present joint ses-

sion consists of A. L. McNeil, J. L. McGillivary, J.-A. Mc- - :

Neil and A. Cameron of St. Paul’s and George Matheson,
R. D. McNaughton and Milton McDonald of St. Andrew’s,
all grandsons of early pioneers of the congregations.

During the war of 1914-18, five boys from St. Paul's’
donned the King’s uniform, namely, Louis Egan, Peter Mc- =
Naughton, Roy McDonald, Elmer Witherspoon and John

Egan. !

In the present world conflict we have an honor roll
containing the names of nine boys who, up till now, have

volunteered for service, namely, Sam Davidson, Alex. Mec- i

Neil, Geo. Davidson, Cameron McNeil, Stanley McNeil,
Hugh M. Duff, Ted Leach, Louis Thompson and Jim Totten,

two of whom, Cameron McNeil and Louis Thompson, have
/ made the supreme sacrifice. It will be noted that some -
of the above are descendants of those who hel_ped organ- -

ize the congregation.

The Sunday School, organized during the ministry of

Mr. Ross, has continued since that date. Just who acted - "

as superintendent at the beginning is uncertain, but the
name of David Elder is the earliest to be remembered in
connection with that office. Then followed Alex. Me-

- Naughton, Alex. Cameron, Duncan McKinnon, Stewart

Rutherford, Bruce Constable and Archie Cameron in this
order. \

Throughout the history of the school, except for a few

short lapses, stress has been laid on the memorization of =

the Shorter Catechism and on the wall of the school today

hangs a list of 14 names of scholars who, in recent years,

have earned awards issued by the General Assembly of our

church to those who have completed parts of the prescribed =
" memory course. One of these has completed the full ... = -~
" course and four others are nearing that goal.” The execu-

ST. PAUL’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, VAUGHAN

/

i ti‘w‘}é"“'étaff;a't present consists of Archie Cameron, super-
.intendent; Ola Egan, treasurer; Archie K. Cameron, sec-
retary, and Jean Egan, organist.

Since the intreduction of an instrument to lead in the

) service of praise, eight church organists have served the

congregation,‘Jean Elder, Annie MecNeil, Katherine Mec-
Naughton, Annie Kerr, Laurena Rutherford, Mary Con-

. stable, Catherine Brownlee and Ola Egan.
"A W.F.M.S. was organized in 1891 by Mrs. Mortimer

Clark and Mrs. McMurrich. Starting with 14 members

- 1t increased its membership through the years and has al--

ways been one of the live organizations within this con-

gregation. The first executive was Mrs. Donalid McDonald,

president; Miss Esther McMurchy, treasurer, Miss Jean
Elder, secretary.. The present executive is Mrs. H. Farr,

S president; Mrs. J. Robson, secretary; Mrs. N. Kerr, treas-
. urer, N S

The present Managing Board is as follows: E. Bryson

' (chairman), J. L. McGillivary, J. A. McNeil, A. Cameron,
L Robson, M. Keffer, A. Bishop, J. Brownlee, J. Egan, A..
- H. Rutherford (secretary), and A. L. McNeil (treasurer).

The cemet;efy in the grounds surrounding the church |
- was laid out in plots in 1849 and became a chartered ceme-

tery in 1925, with a board consisting of A. L. McNeil, J.
A. McNeil and D. A. McKinnon. In 1926 the names of
Johnston Egan and Archie Cameron were added, and in

11940, J. L. McGillivary. Power was given the board to

create a trust fund and the interest on that fund has since

supplied the needs of. upkeep. .

The year 1944 found the congregation preparing for

~the. 100th anniversary of the first church. To fittingly

celebrate such an occasion it was decided to re-decorate
the present church building inside and out. A. L. McNeil,
Jas. Brownlee and Albert Rutherford were appointed a
committee to collect funds and Archie Cameron, Louis

‘Egan, J. L. McGillivary and John Egan and their wives, a

committee in charge of the work of re-decorating. A con-

. tract was awarded to S. Kaiser, Kleinburg, according to

the terms of which the church auditorium was comvpletely
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ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY

renewed with paint and the outside of the building was

repainted. Before the end of the current year the entire
cost was paid in full, thanks to subscriptions from mem-

bers of the congregation and the help of various friends.

On Sunday, September 10th, re-opening services were

held morning and evening. In the morning Rev. A. C. Stew-
art, Moderator of the General Assembly preached an in-

* spiring sermon on the place which Jesus Christ and His '
church should occupy in every life and in the evening Dr. -
J. W. McNamara, Secretary of the Board of Administra- -
tion, delivered a stirring challenge to “go forward” and in -

the light of past achievements, make the future worthy of

our great heritage. A male choir, under the direction of I
Gordon McGillivary of Knox Church, Vaughan, led in the . i

service of praise on both occasions. -

The church was filled at both services and in the morn- © .
ing an overflow congregation on the lawn listened to the -
sermon and the reading of the congregation’s history as =
it came to them through amplifiers. Many friends and. .
former members of the congregation, availed themselves of =
the opportunity to re-visit the church and renew old ac-''''
quaintances both at the Sunday services and at the social -

evening which was held the following Monday. On Sun-

day the long handled collection boxes of earlier years were e i
used. Among those present was Miss Ruth Robinson, " = =
daughter of Rev. S. R. Robinson and the only former resi- E

dent of the manse to be with us.

A letter received from Dr. Stewart the next wéek,‘

reads, in part, as follows: “It was a great pleasure to be

with you and preach at the one hundredth anniversary of . -
your congregation. You are to be congratulated on the: 3E
fine condition of your church and grounds. The auditor--
ium is beautiful, chaste....May God’s richest blessing rest =~ " 7 joo
upon you all as you enter upon a new era in your work for - - i
the Master. May many souls be won for Him in the days *» "

to he.”

In this trust let us bring our history to a close, re-‘i
solved that our lives may be so consecrated to the Master’s . -
caruina that we mav nrove worthv of our heritage and that, =

|
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THE PURPLEVILLE CEMETERIES the Fre
by Rev. Canon R. W. Stump and Mrs. Theresa Orser ‘ :‘(3:13?01\
“And some there be which have no memorial, who are perished as 4 T
though they had never been. But these were merciful men; whose ‘ on the
righteousness hath not been forgotten. Their bodies are buried in ; of the
peace: but their names liveth for ever more.” (Ecclesiastices XIV 9-11-15.) T Metll:od
nephew
There are three cemeteries in or near the old village of Purpleville, : 184% an
namel t. Paul's Presbyterian{®Phe Old Free Kirk and*he Methodist. : Method
) St. Paul's Cemetery has always been well cared for, which speaks of the 1
“much for the continual devotion of that particular congregation. The 5 years tc
other two, after the churches were closed, were neglected and in time service
bramble and thornbush made it almost impossible to visit the grav ; years it
Within the last ten years these old graveyards have been restored. ; carpet,
The old headstones have been cleaned and one can now read the names books a
of some of the early settlers of Purpleville in particular and Vaughan taken d
Township in general. Vaughar
The Township of Vaughan was surveyed in 1795 by Surveyor M cCartn
Tredell. One of the first settlers to receive a patent was Asa Johnson. | in Purpl
The first white child to be born in Vaughan was said to be Susan Th
Munshow. The municipal records of Vaughan begin in 1850; therefore, i became
from the time when the first settler took up his patent in 1796, some . “they pe
fifty-four years of life had not been recorded. : years, it
The early settlers came from Ireland, Scotland, England and : and put
Germany, with a number of French Loyalist refugees. With the coming : in Peace
of these settlers came the church. The earliest servcies were held in : “ , Wi
farm kitchens, until the folk could build their own church. The Presby- 4 - p&ﬁ( =S th e
terians held their services in the home of Neil McCachern which stood ; Puerrele‘l,sﬂ‘
on the north-west corner of the Maple side road. Here in this farm Ont:rio ;
kitchen on the 19th of February, 1844, the Presbyterians decided to build their ro’ot
a church on an acre of land they had bought from Robert McBride for ;
seven pounds and ten shillings. The church was to be a frame

structure thirty-eight feet long and thirty feet wide. The master
carpenter was Michael Peterman, who was to build the church at a cost
of fifty-nine pounds, ten shillings, and six pence. This frame building
was replaced in 1888 by a brick building which has been in constant use| .
ever since. Around this church are the well kept graves of some of th
early settlers of Vaughan and Purpleville. .
Nearly half way between the Maple side road and the Teston side Ol@l i
“road, was the Old Free Kirk. Like St. Paul’s congregation the Old Free C
Kirk members gathered for Sunday worship in the kitchen of Jane Lucas,
~a widow who came from Greenock, Scotland, in 1837. Later Jane Lucas
- married, for the second time, James McCartney, the first “Master” of the
5 ::;”ngw_‘:sc_hool in Purpleville, 1853.
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