
ATTACHMENT 8 

PROVINCIAL POLICY STATEMENT, 2020 

SECTION 6 - DEFINITIONS 

 

 

“Designated Growth Areas: means lands within settlement areas designated in an 

official plan for growth over the long-term planning horizon provided in policy 1.1.2, but 

which have not yet been fully developed. Designated growth areas include lands which 

are designated and available for residential growth in accordance with policy 1.4.1(a), 

as well as lands required for employment and other uses.” 

 

“Development: means the creation of a new lot, a change in land use, or the 

construction of buildings and structures requiring approval under the Planning Act, but 

does not include: 

a) activities that create or maintain infrastructure authorized under an environmental 

assessment process; 

b) works subject to the Drainage Act; or 

c) for the purposes of policy 2.1.4(a), underground or surface mining of minerals 

or advanced exploration on mining lands in significant areas of mineral potential 

in Ecoregion 5E, where advanced exploration has the same meaning as under 

the Mining Act. Instead, those matters shall be subject to policy 2.1.5(a).” 

 

“Intensification: means the development of a property, site or area at a higher density 

than currently exists through: 

a) redevelopment, including the reuse of brownfield sites; 

b) the development of vacant and/or underutilized lots within previously developed 

areas;  

c) infill development; and 

d) the expansion or conversion of existing buildings.” 

 

“Redevelopment: means the creation of new units, uses or lots on previously 

developed land in existing communities, including brownfield sites.” 

 

“Residential Intensification: means intensification of a property, site or area which 

results in a net increase in residential units or accommodation and includes: 

a) redevelopment, including the redevelopment of brownfield sites; 

b) the development of vacant or underutilized lots within previously developed 

areas; 

c) infill development; 

d) development and introduction of new housing options within previously 

developed areas; 

e) the conversion or expansion of existing industrial, commercial and institutional 

buildings for residential use; and 
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f) the conversion or expansion of existing residential buildings to create new 

residential units or accommodation, including accessory apartments, additional 

residential units, rooming houses, and other housing options.” 

 

“Significant: means 

a) in regard to wetlands, coastal wetlands and areas of natural and scientific 

interest, an area identified as provincially significant by the Ontario Ministry of 

Natural Resources and Forestry using evaluation procedures established by the 

Province, as amended from time to time; 

b) in regard to woodlands, an area which is ecologically important in terms of 

features such as species composition, age of trees and stand history; functionally 

important due to its contribution to the broader landscape because of its location, 

size or due to the amount of forest cover in the planning area; or economically 

important due to site quality, species composition, or past management history. 

These are to be identified using criteria established by the Ontario Ministry of 

Natural Resources and Forestry; 

c) in regard to other features and areas in policy 2.1, ecologically important in terms 

of features, functions, representation or amount, and contributing to the quality 

and diversity of an identifiable geographic area or natural heritage system; 

d) in regard to mineral potential, an area identified as provincially significant through 

evaluation procedures developed by the Province, as amended from time to time, 

such as the Provincially Significant Mineral Potential Index; and 

e) in regard to cultural heritage and archaeology, resources that have been 

determined to have cultural heritage value or interest. Processes and criteria for 

determining cultural heritage value or interest are established by the Province 

under the authority of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Criteria for determining significance for the resources identified in sections (c)-(d) are 

recommended by the Province, but municipal approaches that achieve or exceed the 

same objective may also be used. 

While some significant resources may already be identified and inventoried by official 

sources, the significance of others can only be determined after evaluation.” 

 


